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N is a Yhousand pities that the South Indian de—
monology, spite the work of the “Tndian Antiguary” for
the last two decades and move in uncarthing Indian folh—
lore, nursery stories and old wife's ancedoles, remains
et a dark problem, OFf vecent years, we had an infor—
esting book from the pen of a weleran (dnglo—Indian
on “Uikram and the Vampire” narrating the adventures
of The cclebrated Indian Frthur and those of The Indian
Dragon. But a systematic book cataloguing e deeds of
all the South Indian Devils, both wild and domesticaled,
oiving diagnostic hints for eir vespective identification,
and a labulated classification of all Hheir gemera and
species as long been a desideratum, Jo mame an in—
stance, we ave the family of Falis, embracing hosts of
specics sudy as ari, Mald—mard, Fali, Bhadra—¥ali,
Mald—miyi and e rest, Gmong e Pidari family,
we oot Yhe Sila—pidars, 8 uluwbbu—pidari and a whole
lot of other dmmans. The lame wariclies among hese

are reared in some famﬂ{es as ’Cu’(ela@ Dewils, which
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are salisfed with a few hops of meat ot a Yime like
the fox—Aervier. While, The semi—domesticated breeds
like Fichi [Feriyachid, Madan and Fulbichalin, have
a preference for warm gore and are often diffcult of
propitiation. To salisfy Hhem, some grucsome slaughfers
are now and Hhen resorled o, and The mauled carcases
are said To be Wlerally sucked for Heir blood by Hhese
gascous mammals unscen by man, Thus, ey can bo
made tractable for a Yme, when e Findu ought to take
care Yo make use of their invulnerable powers in ru—
ining his inimical brethren, dfter a time, Phese grow
vestive again, and Phen, unless the mecromancer sives
his infernal relinue the needful sanguinary fodder, they
might turn again and vend him As a penally for
his neoligence, the Devil—fancicr, so far From being left
alone with loss of serwices, is served in urn so well
that e would need no more heir services, nay any ser—
vices at the hands of the land of the living, Sudy is
said %o be Yhe summary and rough—and—ready nature of
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their crossed companionship. Withal, man takes care
Yo sec That They founder only in the stagnant limbo of
semi—domestication, as @ reversion to their oviginal wild
state opens Yim %o the danger of Hheir making a meal
of him in an instant without any warning. In many
cases, Thevefore, Pheir domestication/is mot so mudy %o
proft imself ackivly from their friendship as to ward
off any wanlon vowdyism From Hhem. So o speak, e
Findu Nas Yo maintain the companionship of the Devil
Yo heep up appearances. Bud, The purcly wild Devils

hcwe eﬂr}jgyccl a fwe—cmél—mgy I{fe fﬂrom Yimes immemo—

rial, and the Indian has never attempled Yo domesticate
them, Yhouoh, in a few instances, He Has tried Yo enlist
heir sympally in e idden infernal ierardy that is
supposed Yo rule over the welfare and inferest of every
Indian village and town. Uiran and Faruppan with all
heir species and sub—specics belong %o Hyis division and
ey await with vulpine thirst the periodic carnage of
animals gracing heir animal festivals, These guard the
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viuctge at niﬂﬂs qgains% cvil influences, and awvert any
pes%ﬂen’tid discascs %ha’( m{gh’( fw;ucnﬂy be visij(in‘g i1

In fact, ’Chcse are %he Sani’cm:y ‘ans:pec’(ovs amooin’(ecl ?Zy

the Sinodom of The Dewil o look after willages, only
Hheir pay is met From the pockels of Te villagers instead
of e infernal exoguer, and Phe arrangement reminds
one of the system under which The British Government
sends its officers o the Native States in Yimes of need,
Gnd one of Mese rural demons is our old friend %dli,
the well known Smallpox Coddess of the Enalish Mis—

sioncw:y paﬂcmce in India,

The Smallpox Goddess is one of the most mischicvous
fendesses That ornament the Saiva—Siddhinta Fanheon,
Viewed from one standpoint she appaars to be The consorl
of the ferocious Siva, rivalling him in her Tervific micn,
and v fdine strength and cunming, Tn another aspect

she appears as an incarnation of feminine immoﬁes’@,

endued wml all ’(he one—breasted valour of %he ?Da?ahomi
Soldieress, and crowned wi’(h a clishewnc& haiv, %h@
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cdlour of which Tafies after Phe dun indescribable fulvous
smofic of Yo washingsof a painter’s paletle, She fas
jaws always well displyed in dich 7 is casy fo dasery
ol T dontel perfoction of Fais leo. Torn ontrails
of wals and dogs g Srom Mer ol drib¥ling Hlood,
while Te skirts offher petticont stamd above e line
of decency, and| His lovels oldaEsew according 1o
one st of old wife's folflote, dlgenchically no better
Than o Bariah dMiSel. She isusardbtolsteli The strects
in 1L nights with an carfheh vessdly in The epidemic
scasons, containing in innumbrable mbers “The mystic
pearl without price” — The/Smallpox “poarl,” The Findu
forvently belioves Thak e sustiles puhich appear ot e
lose of e preliminary pyrexial symadoms on e body
of The pationt are only e “pearls Tuwhich Phe grim dame
strows on Yis body ou of her wassel, When Hhe Smallpox
rages in o village in unabated Wigowr, the moaly—mouthed
Findu Yas %o speak in the so—calledigMiri—amman patofs,

if he is necessitated to make any allusion in 711'5 omlinaty
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Talk to e Mty contagion, Fe speaks of The benovolent
Mari “glaying” with 169 Jollings” should he djamee
Yo mention %o a friend of his e rutiless devastadion
going on in Yo villagetin M shape of deaths of e

\
=

pa’(ien’(s aﬂw ?yo%:mc%ecl suﬁevi@s of a malignan’( j@pe,

—

=

Even the very patient who is the victim of he exguisite
complaint is addvessed in one of The many names of e
Goddess, Relations near and vemote who mioht happen
Yo wisit The sufferer call him as “Maril”, and 1l Jim
“don’t be angry!”, when they wish To commiserate him
for the infinite pains he labours under, The idea is that
for e Hime being The endily of e patient Has becomes
nil and Ye is flled wilh e effatus of T “Mari” In
fact, he is nothing if mot the Mari herscl

Gnd before we afompt a picture of e religio—
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medical Treatment %he pofb’en% unﬂmgoes aﬁw jfhe inmates
of 111'5 House have once made oud unewin\g@ ’Cha% %he dis—

case is a distinct case of Smaﬂpox, it would be interest—

ing 1o see how ’{he origin of ’(he 310¢iws dri—amman
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is accounted for sz Indian fo1ﬁ10¢e and my%hon,

Farasurama, the cclebrated Tndian mythical Fereules,
deft ot felling Muman Teads by moans of Wis superior
axc that could beat Yollow in point of massivencss and
destructive mechanism cven the Tomahawks of the Amer—
ican Indians, had a wonderful father and mother. The
father was an exemplar of what eruely and wild dispo—
sition can be, and fie grew onc day anory wilh Wis wif.
e was minded To Take e law indo his own hands, as
beftting a man—demon of his overflowing animal spirits
and Yo inflict capital punishment upon Wis wife, But he
shuddered doing The act himsdlf, and wanted Hherefore to
make a cal' s—paw of his son’s assistance in the matter.
A e sons of his, save Farasurama, refused o induloc
the deed. The homicide Pherefore 4l to Farasurama’s
share, and Yo despatched his mother unflinchinoly %o The
other world at one stroke of his flashing axe. The joy
of the diabolic father, vidy in boons, knew no bounds,

and as a reward for j(he instantancous malricide, %h@
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father asked his son %o demand From him anything e
liked, “Bestore my mother to Rer lifel” was e ready
reply of The dutiful som. " Toin The head on To The body,
and you will scc her rising as if from a dream” was
the father's compassionate gift, Gnd now, lo! e fead
could mot be scen, Really some feathered biped or a beast
of prey had bolled away with the severed head What
should be dome at Hhis crucial gunclure!  Farasurama
stared vound and round, walked aboul hither and hither
U1l ot last he picked wp in a few minudes o head Hhat
he found in the vicinity: bul the head was cvidently hat
of a Barial woodwoman, In his cagerness %o sce at loast
the body of his mother vitalised, he joined the Fariak
head on o the Brdhman trunk, and in an instant he
soldered frame guivered with vising animation, and both
the father and The son saw e Fruit of Mheir wonder—
ful operation, surpassing all e suroical triumphs of
the MNincteenth) and Twenlieth centurics, The operation of
cephalo—plasty, This ethnical combination devived from
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human grafls, This admixture of the Aryan and the Tu—
ranian or the Dravidian bloods by processes indisputably
superior To those of The present—day dweling’s Transfu—
sion (dpparaluses, is our old friend Adri, What this
math denotes, what historical facts underlic Yhe surface
stories, whether the dMdri—amman’s gemesis is only an—
other mame for any ancient social wpheavals, are all
oulside the range of our present discussion, In any case,
the improbabilily of e Tale is only doo patent, and it
is corlain Yhe Goddess and all her associated storics of
extrome marvel are consummale concoctions improvised,
to account for a discase hat has been plaguing India
throuoh all Yimes, Simce 1t is in the/nature of the Hindu
Himsclf o account for cvery phenomenon he is cognisant
of, in erms of the doings of his old—world meythical
demons, and Yo botfle cady superstition with Hheologi—
cal labels and put i in Yhe laboratory of his nursery

tales and ancestral tradition, we need not be fw%j({nj our
minds here as To the why and wherefore of the wesm%
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falle,
This, the necessary digression relating to the genesis

of TMériamman over, we can mow se how Hhe vligio—
modical Freatment is conducted when o patient has fallen
il of pox. Prior to the wisible manifestation of Hhe
contagion, The would-be patient suffers From a fecling
of dull languor and mopish breakdown. Fe docs not
rélish food properly mor docs slecp sive %o his body
Phe reguived eI OSLGRUINE o, .. fy:cx
invades him subjecting him Yo Yorrible f1s of vomitine,
The temperature of e body vises from hour %o hour,
W11 at the dose of e fewer, his head swims and Te is
invariably in a delivium, In Phe case of cortain patients,
the delivium proves itself an unmitigated bane, and the
“exoteric” signs of Peir “ashral experience” will provide
wonders even to a special student of mental aberrations,
The pationt talks gibberish, somelimes a diglot, at oher
Vimes o Yrilot, nay, even a polaglot mongrel, made
wp of unintlligible language and inarticulade sounds,
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The whole affair enormously terror—striking, Tow and
Phon, Y starls up from bed with the Hood—shot eyes of
an inchriate, walks vidlenly about he Youse, swooning
down oventually on some spo, wmable o boar Phe fatigue
of his own boisterous exertions, This is the stage of
great anxicy to| the inmates of He house Gfter a
Yime, e body of e patient becomesesuddenly covered
with o crowd ofosy patdhilulll ofterlie v bsidence

of j(he fever and %he delivium, resolve and ﬂewiojo into

pointed cruplions, fmally To become the haracteristic
smallpox pushules, During T pyrexial paroxysms, e
patient is belicved To be on e ove of e privileoed
entry into the portals of Mariamman's citadel, as the
ticket for admission Nas already been dssued to him, Fe
is practically enjoying ot Yhe portico the sight of the
inestimable doings of her Supreme Diabolic NMajesty’s
militia, Thus e bed—ridden wreldy is for The Hme being
under the jurisdiction and governance of Fechi—A i the
head—portress and stafi—bearer of Tari,

= =

Tz

A\

s

7

i

="

So———
=%

)

4

)
4

o
[e]
o

OOOO



oo,
OO
(¢]
o
)

7

Wi s\

200

(@)

°

Fere we may pause o mole how Féchy looks, and
what role she plays in spreading the contagion. She is
e hosen commandand in the infernal army of Hobaob—
lins, salomanders and undines That are said %o tread on
Mari's heel, and hence e vioht fmoer of The Smallpox
Coddess, Fer face weminds one of Hhat of the Royal
Benoal Tier as it stands surveying all around with a
Mreatening mien, veady Yo pounce upon any inhruder,
while ot its fect lies The mewly—manled decr, suitable
for a rich meal. She puls on a ucker, which only as—
sists 1o sct hor formidable—looking pendulous broasts of
Yo greater effect, She is ot a young dame by any means,
Wt a Nood—curdling shrewish old ha, with e bones of
her battered body prominently showing oul, and He co—
viaccous clephantine skin pinched and shrivelled up, cver
on he look—out %o dart ot any heally individual, and fo
lash info s systom a oreat amount of smallpox wivus

@nd mwrly nude 1s she in hev narrow sjm'c]o of clojch
round ’(he waist, and wi’(h matted and clishcwnecl hair,
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and grinning teety, like Deall) incarnale, she dances hor
demoniac dances to The vesonant roarings of the hoboob—
lin bands, Tt is said that the patient’s frightful groans,
shricks and freguent startings from bed Yo run about in

\
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ceives ffrom seeing ’fhe fmﬂ’a’c mew:y—maﬁi@ and ’Che

&eafen{ﬂ@ <,oofncie‘morwia,c Houﬂs of %he heuish %iqo.cb,

V7

Gind na’(umﬂy enough, %He im‘im"(es %@ to do a@’(ﬁinj

A\

and cw@%h{@ in %heir power acc;:wclinj o %hciv 1{911%5 o

s

alleviate at the present cvisis the patient’s suffering by
making the prescribed offevings Yo ey, She is fond of
loaves of the pattern of the Tewish show—bread, made
of the flour—compound of four different kinds of grain,
and of some slices of coconut Rermel, but withoul salt
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So long as the delirium lasts, The bﬁwinjs are prepared
assiduously every cvening, and thrown of on the voof

of 9(11@ house wi%’h a ?i@—woﬁinj call upon 23085711', 1o
Take ’Chem away and relieve ’Che sufferer of his soul—
j(ovmm’cin‘g fears. If for all ’ﬂle yvoqoi’cia’(ow fodder to
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Weﬂzz’, jfhe pa%ien’f in his delirious wa1ﬁinjs and wiolences
be beyond measure uncontrollable, and if there should be

=

any possibilily of Tis petling away unawares from The
House, during Yis rasiliete’ @lbnconsciousness, il the
doors of The housefare well shut and fbotted making any
oftompted exodus ofler T enforcing Bechi impossitle

For, it is said 139 age—worn matrons %Ha’c, shouw at ’(711'5
s’(cye 'hc make an exit and 70@0797@/1'1/1 %72e strect vazc¢ upon

o=

A\

721'fm , e Mdri would 3@% ’fw?f@ fwoéious and do away wi’(h
him al’(qf;e’(he%
In a few ﬂa\ys %71@ delivious condition cools down,

N

i

j(he ewp’(ions become more and more wisible and 7(710
«pa’(ietnj( fecﬂs clay aﬂw Ja\y 9(11@ inwéasi@ pain all over
%he ‘boa}y owing to gC‘he infense and con’(inuous@ ising

=

inflammation. having by this Yime thoroughly regained
711'5 CONSCIOUSNESS he smarts under %he agonics %ha% prey

upon him, The vesicles haw grown 1@(9@" and 1’1’9\9“”

and %he skin Has become tense and pm’nful around %Hem,

gn SOMe casces ﬂl@ mcgy %@ SO %Hicﬁ—sej( as %0 10&‘1’0 no
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room cven for a pin—jm’icﬁ, Now and then the miserable
sufferer is in a s%wpoq’ through excess of burning pain, he

=

houﬂs and whims, and oﬁen CYen roars wijch unuterable
rage and ckspa{fr, T lic on 111'5 back would be a cliﬁcul@

for Him, for, all over ’Cha’( region %hew are ¢noYmMous

—

=

pus’(u%s, For a similar reason, 11@ cannot repose on

Wis sides, nor on s face, Méither can he sit or sgual,
nor cven stand on Nis leos, The sole of e foot, the
scalp, e inferior of the nose and even Phe whike of e
eyes arc invaded by o multitude of exeruciating eruptions.
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Again, when the pustules have advanced in development,

i

an unbearable Aking sonshlion is §obt ot cvory poind
on the body, in addibion %o The prbvious pain and The
feding of burning, Even T most downy guilt will
be mothing short of @ prickly bedlof thorns, The only
commiseration for all Hhis he ean logftimately expect

from his friends and rclations, s an addvess %o him

now and again as, "Waaam—m—m@{/ Blease don'?

fw’t, ma%am—m—ma:y{/ Blease don'? be angry, J
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bescech gyou mot 1o trouble the child, T shall present you
with an offering of a couple of mud cyes, and I shall

=

give you o codling, vafveshinglbath of tender cacomed
waler,” They moan Yyl 1ha? they will dolall
in Hheir might to /Appease the Smallpox Goddess, that
she may deign 1o lef Phe ‘patient alone, without mudh
Jurk

@S soon as %11@ S%CL%G Ojc J@%ir;'um has ‘P@SS@CI} cmcl

o=

A\

small ?inﬁish wvesicles hcwe macie ’Cheh appearance on
j(he %oo@, jche inmates of ’che ’house 3@9( how of some of
j(he oldest — fnem’@ olwo:ys widowed — crones in j('he vil—

N

i

laoe, o diagnose Hhe case properly. These old gossips arc
credited with a grealer exporience of eruplive affections
life smallpox than even e best Guropaan dermatolosist,
and unless they cortify that it is a distinet case of small—

POX, the peoﬂe in the house may mot begin the necessary

=

mec‘lico—wh;gious obscrvances efr}joimcl ?19 tradition in %he

case of smaﬂpox, and smaupoae alone, (ind so the old
Women wi’(h ’theiv shviwneél—uqo skin, j(oo’t’lﬂess fmou’ch
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and whi’te—hooﬂeél face, who are a hic?eous svpec’(ade @
%hemselws, crowd round ’(he bed—stead of %he pa%ien’( in
the ecwly morning, vemove the sheets off his %Oc}y, and

=

start an insqoec’(ion of %11@ ewp%ions on i1, Neantime %he
pa’(ien’( is crying aloud unable 1o endure jfhc agonics, and

—

=

aﬁw cbejo deli beration ’(he women unwnimously pass ’Che
verdict, “T is a case of Maha—Mayi. She has strewn

V7

heﬂr peaﬂs w'clﬂ\y, But up a ‘@0%7 n a sefpo,m%e room

A\

and invite he*r, g

5

Thc ceremondal of ?Yo:yinj to Mari To come o an

f[:

aqo«poifnj(cd room of 9(71@ house, and of inducing her, @

i

entreaties 1o 1{nﬁev %hew HlU %he inmates 31’4!0 ‘hw sub—

missive leave 1o repair elsewhere, is very interesting.

@ batered and bruised %{9 %mss—poj(, of antedilu—

=

vian appearance, the outcome of indigenous {nclusj(@j is

chosen, and flled with water it is left in a voom that

may be %empomw’ly set apcw’r in order 1o invoke JMdyri—

amman foer consullation and advice on wvarious vpoifnj(s n

connection wijfh heér special’@, The mou’(h of %He pojc is
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p1ujjecl wi’fh a bunch of margosa leaves which, in furn,

is surmounted ?y a husﬁcél coconut wi’(h %he “fudumi”

not torn of, The ground immedialcly in frond of e
sacred pot is converled into an allar for Jdri, on
whidh will be found displayed Yo wiew, oll ¥he various
ings supposcd To be her pet food | We can expoct o
find o handful of & peculiar proparation of roasted vice,
fnown in Tamil as “Gval,” a botlle of cocomut—todds,
some cigars, and a fow young cocomuds of bio size wilh
a portion of the greenish vind chipped of. For, we must
remember hat whalever may be or savage or barbaric
look, in point of smoking or drinking she is infevior o
no fashionable of yis dawn of the Fwenticth Century,

571@ is not a member of angy "%mqowcmce Association”

or “%mpeeromce Iec&gw,” and tectotallers in hefr opinion
arc a set of inanc moodles. We may also find on the
altar, a large guantily of ‘cold vice' soaked in a liguid

%ha% is in an advanced s’(o:ge of fwmm’m’({on, TH@ most
qge& woman available in %he House takes chon:gc of ’(he
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room and its conlends, and the warious ceremonics she
has To perform as TMari's offciating priestess pro fem—
pore, Every morning all the old offerings ave removed
and new ones arve pul in Mheir place; the former are
given away to Stidra menials and to Brahmin boys that
may dance o visit e house, Feve, before detailing the
way in whidh the old offerings are doled oul, we must
pause Yo note an important fact whidh accounds for more

smanpox pa’(ien’(s o,monj:ﬁimlus \%hcm among gw'owoms,

The European nations avoid the contagion by dreading
and flecing from @, while e Bindu courls it from The
superstitious fear That he provokes the wrath of ‘IMdri’
in casc he docs mot willinoly place himsclf under her
merciful sway, when ere is an opportunily, The
smallpox may be raging in a village and may be carrying
off men and women as wictims in large numbers, yet the
Findu will hardly dare To hear any advice coming from a
sanitary or vaccination inspector as to Yhe ready means

of ﬁee«pinj itin checﬁ, Instances are not uncommon wheﬂn
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a vaccination inspector visits a village with his lymph’
and lancet, while the Brahmans try to send him away
with brites, They do mot want Phe Englishmen’s “False—
pearls,” for o sce counderfeit Hhings smugoled into her
port will exeite Tldri To greater anger and she may ‘play
away' Hhen wilth the population only foo heartily, Sudy
is The belief of The orthodox villager dowards vaccination,

Now %o g0 back o The skinny, uoly ‘pricskess” She
vises quile carly in The morning, goes fo a dank in e
vicinity, bathes and returns home with & narrow—necked
brass—pol flled with the tank—waler, (s she is coming,
she may not cven louch or speak To others, sudh is e
sanctimony Hhat a¥ades to her clothes, soaked Hhrough
and Prouoh) with waler, and clings o her weather—worn

pincﬁe&—u? constitution, when once she takes upon her—

seflf %710 ONCYous ojﬁce of ’c'he wies’(ess at Mari's s’hfrine,
%%oa}y could cven ’fhinﬁ of 9oing near Haﬁr Test ’fhe “holy
alr ifnws’a'nj hev %Oc}y shouw 3@’( vitiated, (ds soon as

Sh@ comes hO‘WW} Sh@ CCLS%S Oﬁ hd‘?" ‘W@% 3@‘1’ me'n’(s wncl ‘PU%S
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on &@ cIo%Hes ’(ha% were ﬁejojc na 'lom@ spo’( %gyoml %He
poilu’(ifn‘g waéh of any o’fher humcm %einj, &ﬁw wearing

=

her garments, she begins a course of mock—begoing at the
ouses in the street, demanding from their inmales in
3

the name of JMari “measures of pearl.” In cach house,

—

=

j(hgy pwscn’( hev wml cold rice' in 3vea% ceremonial
aus%wi’@, dnd hev %@31’@9 bowl w‘hiclt is 3@%@%113 of

V7

10,9:9c capad@ is %«im—fuﬂ Toefow /shc returns 1o %he n—
fec‘qwcl «oof fwom heq' ’m'vp, Th@n \she enters %he room of
sanctum’ in The house, empties the water that was put

A\

5

f[:

the previous day from the brass—pot, and replenishes
it with the tank—water new@ brought at dawn, @ﬂw—

wards, all the old offerings on the alter are removed, and
new ones ave substituted in their place, Thus, the old

i

=

“cold—rice” is Taken away and ’Che new “cold—rice” ched

out @ "%cﬁginj” is ’(hws’t in its stend, The old coconuts

are wmowci cmci fﬂ’@Sh@‘Y ones are ?J’V'Oitj!h% in,

Neantime crowds of chimwfn and %st are maﬁinj
’Chei«r appearance info ’Chc ifnfec%ecl house at %he esqoecic&
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reguest of their parents that Aari might condescend
to come down and “play.” These members sit at Ehota—
Fazri in The house, when the old “cold—rice” That stood at
the allar as an offering is served Yo Them that they may
cat the smallpox “pearls.” One belief is That cach grain of
the “cold—rice” is a “pearl” of Tari, and their consuming
the food will be instrumental in bringing about a mild
invasion of pox. (4nd he old waler of e brass—pot
is also dashed on the body of Hhese inmocents, as it is
thouoht that it is mothing short of the holy “purulent
matter” of The smallpox pustule, Some of the younger
boys are brought near the bedstead of the patient Phat they
may readily receive e orace of Mari” Under Phese
conditions 11 is casily understood how Findus manage %o
victimise themselves on her infernal altar. This self—
hurling into Yhe pit of Deall is mo better an the
Moabite habit of burning, rather voasting childven alive
Yo appease e grim, blood-Thivsty Nloloch, The other
offerings ave dispensed to Sudras saving the unhusked
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Yender coconuts which arc used as ’fha main drink of

%he ?a%iefn% in %71@ 710’( aﬁwnoons, The remnants of %he
provious day's ofering of the gently sour “cold—rice”

=

and cold—rice—waler are ’(he foocl upon which he may be
c’hieﬂ\y said 1o subsist,

One ’fhinj Yo remark in ’fhis connection is ’(ho,’( in jche

—

=

case Of S‘WI&TL‘PO%} cven %110‘1{911 %11@‘7‘@ miﬁff (be a 510w fww

V7

pwsm%, %he pa’(ien’c’s regimen contravenes out and out

A\

j(he normal cliej(m:y in ov&ina@ c\ases of fever. In fac’(,

5

e cold—rice and fruils which arc invariably given to The
patient would be The last Hhing o be recommended To him
when he is ordinarily afficted with febrile symploms,
Thus people fear move Mari's dictakes, Hhan cven e
demands of Temporal Yaiene,

The pain of e pationt increases with e ascent
of the sun in Ve heavens, and Fhe burning and idying
are agoravaled a good deal in The hol aftermoons by
e moisome flics which At aboul buzzingly on The body
of the patient attracted by the foctor exhaled by His
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suppurating pustules. To allay Mhis Aching sensation the
“pricstess” sits by e bed of Tar’s “dposen subject,”
and gently passes again and again a bund) of margosa
leaves she holds in her hand over e patient's body,
This operation she may be enoaged in, night and day,
Tt has the double advantage of driving off the flics and
relicving the unbearable itch, & fan of palm—Tleaf is
also used occasionally, But Pe Abem is e special badoe
of Mari's Service and it should be used unceasingly,
No English medicines, however effective in doing good at
this stage, can be permitted. They will mercly say that
they are mot approved by Jdri’s diabolic legislation,
and Hheir use may end with the unappeasable wrath of
Mari and The summary penally of malformation of The
limbs, disfigurement of the body, or death, Bananas are

common@ given Yo ¢cal, coconut—waler for clvifnﬁifnj and

“cold—rice” as foocl

@%5 e’lapse in ’chis fashion wml ’che above monotonous
in—door ceremonics when ’Che pus’aﬂes 3mc1ua1@ “Wacken”
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and “wither” from e region of the head downwards.
The out—door religious cevemonies at this tme have to
do with the propitiatory acts at the Temple of Aari—
amman situalted amidst the “Grdma—Devatas” of the
village on the roadside or elsewhere. We have further
certain veligious rules vestricting the sort of men and
women that can be admited into the infected house and
governing the method of cooking fo be adopled These

we will Trresm%ly consider seriatim,

Keaﬂws Ojc Woﬂw @CL%@T fmo:y ‘Wéu wmem?mf 711'5 0%—

\
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servations in “Tarius the Epicurcan” on the priesthood
of (esculapius, and the value of dreams thought To be
inspiwcl @ the _@03 of NMedicine, in supp@inﬂ infor—

i

mation about the origin and clwelopmen’c of discases. If

=

amon % ¢ CL‘YlC‘[@‘H% omans CIY@GMIS‘ were % ¢ 5016 C wnnd
G s

foer ascw%aininj ’fhe mode of treatment of a pm’%icu’lm”

discase, %he s\ym%cﬂc&y of clinical cliscieph’ne was most
eﬁec%iwly mivrored in ’the look and wppw’(emmces of

@esmﬂapius, ’fhe cure of ailments was more rei{gious
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than medical not less so, have been the ruling Dravidian
practices in rlation o the treatment of many contagious
discases over which demonalatory holds sucy unbounded
sway: only in place of The Roman dreams, we have pul
in the Findu delivious ravings,

We have referred alveady to the unmeaning oabble,
somelimes positively friohtful, that proceed From e pa—
Yend, during e stage of The delivium coming on straiohl—
way in The wake of Te eruphive fover, in nincly cascs
out of o hundred The sufferer lives and moves and has
his being in a world of Wis owm, thorouohly oblivious of
what is passing on about im, and talks of Hhings which
will be palpable perhaps only %o a deranged imagination
fred with the excitoment of @ hih fever. Bis incoherent
Wl interlarded with oroans and shricks, is o Chinese
puzzle to his relations hat sit hard by, endeavouring 1o
vead a meaning out of his fippant words, Fe is Mari's
oracle, and ought to be listened %o wilh abiding reverence
and interest, as cvery unmeaning syllable of Wis, mioht
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veil some sober Ity or_oromonition, having o direct
bearing upon Phe prognsis of the complaint, and offord
a e o The extent of Fhe spread of e contagion, and
e range of morlalilyifrom @in P village, Many

\
=

women who pose, ?19 reason of ’Ch@ir pas% experience,

—

=

as cxpcv’(s in in%ewpwj(inj oracular effusions, sit near

him, and cross him with subtle guestions, ars, they

V7

say, swaﬁs %11"’0“.911 him for ’cfhe' time, and true and

A\

trained ifn%emow%ws could make Em’( hw intentions cas—

s

ily, Queries like ’(hase are w% to him, “how many houses

f[:

_You propose Yo wisi¥? whew do _Yyou come fyom? ’LUha%

i

time you will stop in our place? How many deaths there
mioht be at the village? Then many a time Familton's
well—worn definition of Mctaphysics said o have been
given by a farmer with his Bland flatness, is borne oul

=

to a lefler, and cveryone becomes an au’(llovi’fa’(iw exX—

powncbfr of mys%{c and recondite divinations, In a few

cases, w’ho?( looks like a velevant answer will be oblained

j(hough it may not Haw a shaﬁow of %wj(h in i1 Thc
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mecminj one 5110%1(1 a%%aéh %O suéh show Ojc T@l@ﬂdﬂ@j@%s
CI@M" {% we ﬁnow %110 5@64’@% Of hO‘W %O ‘PTOlO%j %h@ SONS

=

m’lowism of a drcamer sz ’Chvowinj out “a sujjes%ion"
as ’fhgy %cchnicolly say, or suitable ideas 1o ﬁeejo up and
&wdop 9(110 train of fcm@ passinj n %hfroujh dreamer’s

—

=

mind, Simﬂaﬂy, %he h{gh@—s’(wnj im@ina’a’on of a
&isov&w@ mind, as ’ﬂlo,’( of %he pa%ie%%, could be made

V7

occas{onolly to run in %he desived groove @ wqoea%ecl

A\

clever gues%{oninjs,

5

s ’Che pa’({efn% is_groaning under ’Che ill—starved q’oof,

f[:

b j(he clismcty and cl@spaio‘ of his anxtous ﬂrda%ions, ‘q(he

i

90od man of the house has already converted the temyple
of Aari situated om e roadside, lor elseuhere in Hhe
vicinity, into a scene of the most pious devotion, The

=

grucsome seww’@ of ’Che };oow&ss isla 3«ea% deal enhcmcecl
@ %71@ cwm%’nj extorior and ’(he haun’fecl look of %He

%emple and ’fh@ suuewness, nay, %He appaninj nature
of j(he ceremonies conducted jthew, The %ecmple is mot

a piece of claborate awhi’fec%uw or cos’dj masonsy, but
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a simple Yleroofed building, without even e ouler
court or the imposing, “Bortico,” if we may use the
expression, of The ordinary findu Fagoda, The deartl of
any veockation round e Temple, e orim colossal idol
of Fechi' at e sate—way, the allar of red brich—work
in The open in frond, usually breasthish, bearing a
laroe, dark, iron trident that Nas been bedaubed many
a Yime with the blood of immolated goats and fouwls,
all these combine fo ereate in the Findu's mind an awe
which rises in intensity with he intensity of devastation
in the village, during e reion of e Fll epidemic,
and whid) assumes an almost superplysical aspect To The
suailing devolee, as fie sces e solilary Temple in Hhe
scordying olare of The erucl Indian summer, G e
expense of The infected house, The priest of The Tomple
called Bugari or Banddram, starls a new rouline of
devotional acts, In the morning, an claborate Frhana
is made consisting of he offering of flowers of different

hws and waried frqgmme; ccwncphoaf and fmﬂﬁimense
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are burnd, whose fumes flling The Temple—fouse with an
unultterable odour of sanctimony and divine grace, Rnown
somelimes %o Pranslate Yo souls of votarics; and “oly
ashes” scrupulously propared by complicated processes of
sicwing and sifting are offered af te faet of the granitoid
image, with the mumbling of incantations, The ashes are
brouoht fo e house as o matudinal djarm, and They arc
smeared over the fordiead of The pationt and sprinkled
into his mouth, in order to stave off wirulence of e
confagion Yo any bad degree.

A noon, the ground adjoining the temple is carefully
walered on all sides by special labourers employed for The
purposc that the mind of The Goddess may grow “cool.”
The idol also is Frequently bathed in @ mixture of milk,
Toney and clarifed buller, The waler of many tender

coconuls is used at intervals as an intermediate ablution,

Such yﬂfopi%ia’(ow acts relicve ’the mind of %he inmates

of the house, a great deal, of the panic of any further
suffering o molestation from Jari, since ’(71@, it is
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%ngh%, will tend To lessen 9(11@ burning sensation and
%he 1'9(511, so incidental %o ’(he con%o:gion, in ’(he scorching

=

and sul’(@; aﬂwnoons which arc a special fea%uw of ’(he
S‘man«pox scason in Sou’ﬂl India,

G e doy ERARTPRI VR Commonces, e
round of ceremonies conducted in the morning is again
repeated ot The Temler andihe PO ino of ashes
is sent fo e house as “the precious Gift” for e use of
The pationd The) RRIMONGR AT 7, 1.1l

o=

A\

5

service will continue, so Icmj as ’Che pus%u%s 90 on ac—

f[:

j(iw@ &ev&oqoi@ whan %71@ pairn is infensc and smm”(inj

i

unbearable, |

Tn bad types of smallpox, Hhrough e indensity of
the invasion, and the multitude of pustules that plague
e sufferer, cataract in the eye is brought on mow and

=

again, and sometimes even distortion of the body, telling

upon ’(71@ 3@1% and ’(he erect pos%we, WHen ’fhe inmates

entertain %he fm’n%es% suspicion quom gymp’(oms ’fha% are
cﬂwaclfy manidfest, %ha’( such deformitics miﬂﬁ occur, %71@
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pray Yo the Goddess that ey would present o with
volive offerings of mud eyes, mud leos and so o, should
e deformilics be averled T ds such presents, Phe vesult
of wows, that cald) first and foremost the gaze of the
beholder, as e is brought face o face, for Hhe first Hime,
with any AMariamman temple, The accumulated mud—
offerings of years, many of which in a vapid stale of
docay, may be scen crowded Together unceremoniously in
front of the Temsple, not Yo mention Hhe images of men
and women of baked mud, standing as so many servitors
of he Coddess in hideous array,

Gnother vow taken in given—up cases of Smallpox
is To give “a dance” in her honour, which is peculiar, and
must be undertaken only by a special set of Sudra men
and women, who form professional companics, and who

could be enque& fw epcty‘me'n%, N is on@ clm'inj %11@ time

of %He annual fcs’a'vol of ’Che _@oc?ﬁess ’(ha’( such a dance
ouﬂﬁ Yo be celebrated (s %he dance is an institution

101@;1’%3 a very im«po«’(w’c pcw’( in %he social We of cvery
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Sou%h Indian w'nctge, it will not be out of phce here

to give a brief account as to how it is conducted, and

=

WHQ% %110 na’(wf ¢ afncl s’ta’(us Ojc %h@ ‘PC’«‘Y jc ormeyrs are,

The cflaminj compomies arc itinerant and make a liv—

—

=

ing by underlaking “dances” for poople who have Taken
dance—vows o The Goddess. Mben and women, boys and
oirls, from amono The low vanks of e Sudra commu—
nity contribute fo Hheir mumber, and e women Phat

_Join such comjocmies arc fno’(am:y\of low morals, TH@
combine wm'l %hcier dance a rude mode of o?em—liﬁe

V7

A\

5

f[:

ac%injj singing sna%ches of wild ballads, doggerels, and

i

bazaar-lyrics whid) are in the moudly of cvery Tndian
begoar, strect oroan—grinder, corbidriver, and jutha—
wallah, exuborant will mudy of amimal spivits, The
inmates have appointed in eir vow a particular an—
nual festival of The Goddess to fulgl Peir promise. The

cmfnucﬂ fes’{iw& runs %0 as much as cven a mon%h in

=

some w'nctgcs, and a Jaj out of i, is chosen for maﬁinj
300& jfhe Yow, Th@ pw’es’c of ’(he ’wmﬂe is given notice
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of the fact on hat day, so That e may arvange o ake
the idol in procession vound The strecls in e cvening
and bring @ Yo e desived House at nioht, Meanwhile,
the manager of a dancing company specially stopping in
e willaoe on account of the festival season is sent for,
and on The terms being setlled is asked Yo come with Yis
retinue and e reguisite furnishings soon after Phe idol
readies The house, whidh will gemerally be ot 8 & I,
Before Tis, a lavge shed will have alveady boen erected
in front of The ouse in view of The infended rocoption
Yo the Goddess and e forthcoming damce in her honour.

@ one end of The shed, e fully decked wooden
imaoe of the Goddess, whidy is usually varnished with
o Vick ved shiny paind, is scaked in oreal pomp after
e procession as been gone Hyroush, Gl e people of
the strect assemble there and prostrate Temselves before
the image and induloe in every pious sesticulation, The
dance whid) is invariably conducked in e presence of
The image is supposed To be witnessed and enjoyed by Phe

=

‘0@‘\2,

A\

s

f[:

i

W/‘—V
=

)

)
4

o
[e]
o

4

OOoo



e T\ S

(@)

Goddess “unscen by man.” Though it is usual To begin
the dance as soon as Hhe idol readhes the house, yel, if it
is an carly hour, They somclimes put 4 of WL @ is as
lake as ten or cloven @, W, By e Hime the dance will

=

commence, au %Ahé ‘P@O‘PIG in ’fha S%ﬂ"@@% arce waoly aﬁev

—

=

j(hm'v supper for %719 coming vecreation, munching ’(heiq'
betel—nmul, and assem%’nﬁ under %He pamzaz w{’ﬂl screams

V7

and 1@@7’&7 to wiltness ’(he in’(ews%/inﬁ wvformomce, The

A\

clou’fy ?owia%ion of Sudra S with heir stolid

5

Sons omc’l ciaujh’(ws WHO maﬁe ‘WP %110 34’@@%@4/ pa’r% Of

f[:

the sight—scers on the occasion, grace the assembly not
a little,

i

The pit, the stage, and the ﬁw’@ room are all one
and the same, The mud—covered floor under the pandal
affords enough room for the various functions of the

=

actors and spec%a%ows, 7\/5’(71{113 is screemed of(' fafom view

as %h@‘?’ ¢ is Hmﬁclly Mw fneecl :)C (@R} %h@ M%OYS %O Chd%jé
d‘P‘PQﬁ’C’l or %‘YG‘P?i‘Hj& gach CLC%Oﬂ’ comes CI’Y@SS@& once fOT

all in %awclry native costumes, <p1eas1'%3 1o ’fhe crowd,
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wi%h heacl—\gcm’ and j(he rest made of owclifnm:y wood,
coloured varnish, plas%ev and tinsl, The same migh’(

=

¢ safd 0 ¢ aclresses also who probva movre
be said of Phe actressts al proballal

pain’( on %heifr face. &f@ scene, may any situation is
imqwow’se«l wml j(he readiness and rustic simplici@ of

—

=

j(he pvowﬂoicﬂ fai@—m’(inj in @ Midsummer 71/1:911%’5

@‘Y cam, i N

V7

Now, ’(H«z sound of %Hc weiﬂr&’%@ Ppipe %@ins to voll

A\

\
on %‘he air making a mewing music, whﬂe ’(ha sickening

5

j(hiwls on ’(hc tabor ﬁceqo Yime and %71@ clamorous @m%cﬂs
jinﬂc imessomj(@, ‘ZB@ shaﬂow—%o%’(ome& c7za‘?%1'es j-mecl

f[:

i

w{%h oil (fno% ’fha pe%¢o1eum @ any meoms!) are ﬁxecl on

tall posts. Thick wicks Anotted omcf%wis%eél, of the size
of onc's Anuckles are immersed in %He oil and 1{971’(0&,

=

These primitive lamps which are placed fwo on ead side
of e “Boards” do dudy for Te costly appliances used
in the English dancing—hall.

Aefter the preliminary flourish of “mewing” and Hhud—

clinj,” an aclor appears on the scene whom the audience
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is wesueme& to take for a Ring of the old Heroic pew’o&
of %he Maha%ham%, ‘his gucen _joins him pvesen’d s her
face vipp1in3 wi’fh smiles, @Oﬂl $iNg songs and crack

_joﬁes, @ Brime Minister and a Elown appear ?zy and

bye. Al these mix Yogether and exhibit to the audience
some panfomime, a fow atlempls at coarse veparkes,
some snatdes of libidinous love songs; a few gallant—
life acts, There is deafening wvocal music mow and Hhen,
and ample demonshration of provincial slang in language
and manners, Tn fack the ludicrous attitudes and gestures
whidh actors and actresses pul on, the drollery twinkling
in Yheir eye, the lownish mature of Pheir bhaviour and
deportment, e Tones, mow drolling, mow ourgling in
whidh ey carry on Yeir conversation, abounding in
fantastic guips and jokes, all Tese begoar description,
Thus the hours wear on K1l @ is almost day—broak,
when Yhe play closes, e actors are paid by The goodman
of the house, and the Goddess, after The inmales Have
Yaken leave of hor in the usual shile, by burning cam—
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phor and frankincense and “offering” belel—nul, vepairs

%O h@‘?’ %G‘YWPI@—HOW@ on %he SAHO‘U(IJM’S Of %116 men ‘WIHO

=

are appointed to carrylor

The above doscription will give o fair idea of The
so—called “danco—vows” for Mari @mman, takon by the
inmates of The house, whon hey hae reason to despair

—

=

of 9(710 Iife of ’Che pa’(ien’( fvom any alcvrminj iymp’(oms,
But one of %710 most pfromimfrf’(/ of %71@ rites %haj( is

V7

A\

underlaken in ’(710 house during %ile pa%im%’s agomics, as

5

’(he wvesicles are a&vmc{nj n ﬂeveloepmm% is j(he cosjcly

f[:

&ispmsinj of rice 3wd to %he Sudra menials in ‘q(he

i

village.

& layge guandily of rice, cven as many as four or
#ve markals ot Yimes, mixed with dhol, picces of Tender
cocomt fiernal, salt M RRRRINNRIN ;. Vi 1cd down

=

oa very h’gui& sort of savoury fmy'i and distributed

to numerous Sudra peoﬂe im(luclinj _young chﬂcl«ren, on

suﬁ@ noons, Tlp's treal is «recpea’fecl every sccond or
%hifrcl ﬂa:y 4l jfhe pus%ules “lacken,” sh«iwi and tend 1o
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slough, The recipionts swallow the grucl with fioen zest,
soliciting loudly, as Phed do 50, The oracious compansy of
Pe sweel—Goddess,” 1. &, an invasion of smallpox That
would be mild and nobhinfilll The Fansi being a oift
dispensed Yo Yonows e prosence of fhe Goddess, it is
sumposed that Pioselllho wertake offATL surcly fave
an aftack of pos; Wl nover of algdabor dangerous

nature as %hgy vo’[un%o;rily imﬂoré ’hm* o sct hm’ scal”

on them, Though Hhe distribution of Fansi is belicved
to be a means of pacifying JMari, the deafening noise
the menials make as They crowd af Hhe strect-door %o
partake of e distribulion never fails o annoy a good
deal the woeful sufferer within. So mudy so, That during
the performance of The Fangi—dispensing ceremony, The
patient oftentimes imagines it were betler he was loft
alone Than subjected fo e inflection of sudy horrid yells
From e people at e irritating mid—day

The reshrictions observed in regerd to e admission
of people into The infecked house are varied and must
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be loscly looked into, Enthusiasts possessed of “Tndo—
mania” may try Yo read the inculcation of The best prin—
ciples of he most approved modern Yyoiene under Those
restrictions, But onc who studies the facts wilh dispas—

\
=

sionate juclgfmmj( and unbiassed reason, will best be able

—

=

to _juclge whe%hw hygiene any more %hm s%eeps Yo stave
off fw’(he« ProgYess of %h@ con%ckgion,»is cver contem—

V7

7010.’(@3, wnclw %h@ mo,sﬁ Ojc s‘uch /%ft;me—honouwcl ifr}jum—

A\

tions, Jow, wha% are %he actual restrictions o%’taifninj
under the infected voof? & pure wivgin, a wife, That
did not enter into sexual relations with her husband the

Zh9

i

previous night, a bachelor of unsullied morals, a mar—
ried man j(ha’f “Rnew” mot his bride wmp'n ’fhe pasj( 12

hours, and all widowers and widows of mo loose char—

=

acter m{gh% 90 into ’(he sick room and wisit j(he zpa’tiefn’t,
One that has had a vecent shave or an “oil-bath,” a

maiden or woman using sconted cosmetics or “"?ain’{eol
wi’(h saffron" will never be allowed o wach ’the bedside
of ’(he ?a%ien’(, not one who ha& _jus% returned fvom any
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oulstation, Even parents are never pormitled Yo see Hheir
Hild should ey ance To come From any audside place,
however mud) They may anxiously yearn, The son will
probably have Taken pox whilst slopping in a town
whither he may have been sent on some purposc by his
parends, and hoy will Yave come fFrom Yheir home in
oreal flurry on an urgent message, exbvemely caser 1o
see Hheir darlings yet ey could ever be allowed entry
info ¥he Wouse, immediately affer Hheir arrvival. They
ousht o stop dlsewhere in the town for a day or tuo,
and after a sufficient lapse of time, vanging from 2 %o 5

&ays o,ccowunj Yo circumstances may 3@% admission info

Phe infected Youse)/ @he inmates shoudd be Free From
o\l ideas of “weddedNife” 41 The [Goddess “g0cs out of
e housc; if Ty are mot, Py would guit P ouso
Mtogether. The entry or retention of people happening
Yo be of difierent deseription grom Hhe above, is sure,
@ is Pought, o findle e vage of the imperious and
sulfy diviniby; as o conscguence, e pationt might suffor
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enormously From e panas of he discase, if the Goddess
in hor anger is so forgfiite Wnot To makie axay ith
him. The melformations and e deformities incidental
Yo pationts emorging oublof & Bad attack sud) as Yind—

=

ness, lameness and other disfouring distortions and cven
s wguring

—

=

occasional pam@sis are noj(hinj clse %hom punishmen’(s

inflicted Tzc_y AMari for w’oia%ifnj her diclaes,
@9@1’%, wi’(hifn %he house i%s&/f' no ’Cas’(efmﬂ toilet or
99 decoration is per‘m{’(’wcl Theré s’houw not be any loud

V7

A\

s

outburst of lauﬂh%evj nay, any indication of merriment,

f[:

and ewf@’fh{@ wgh% to be 3mve—-1ooﬁin3 w{%hou’f cven
a sﬁaclow of 1{971%—710@79@3%@55, TH@ arc not o ho(lcl a

sumpluous ?vcmgue% inviting friends and relations, and

i

are fuwjﬂleﬁr s%«ic’(ly pfrohi bited fvom epwpo,ﬁnj any &ish

=

invo1vin3 f@inj The use of sesamum or coconul—oil

for cu(linm:y PUTPOSCES i discountenanced, not to mention

its service during bath or toilel Bu in their stead,

castor—oil or 311@0 can be used wi’ﬂl pcfrfec’{ ifmmufni’gy,
Jf ’Che ?a%iefn’( was married, 711'5 bride, shouw gw”( %h@
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house and live away fvom it Bl “%he _@oﬂﬁess 1eﬂ %He

House,” @(@ 511'911% infwnjemenj( ffrom %hese rules may
resull in somc’fh{nj clismauy injurious 1o ’(he suﬁewr,

Tradition Yas it That The smallpox patient should on
no account be allowed fo travel, for Mahamayi will
e brook any default on he part of her conscript
in that divection. (dnd mention must also be made of
e widespread belief that There could be mo worse crime
under The Sun, pulling an affront upon The Goddess'
legislation, than the patient’'s shifting to his bride’s
house. The fate of the sufferer will Then be almost

scolecl, and %11@ vivulence and mcgni’(uéle of %710 atlack

will pass concoption, But, according o some igh pricsts
of demonlatry, whol might ovtdo/ Jestits in casuishry
and Nair—splifting explanations the degrec of pemally
will lesson with individual civewmstances of extenuation,
Thus, differences are contomplated behween Mo pationt

who frezpm’wcl 1o ’Che vesidence of his spousc of 711'5 own
free will, and ’fhe pa’a’m’( who was removed o 711'5 bride’s
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ousc without his consciousness or will, by his friends or
)

velations, between %he sufferer who was %cwtyinj at his

=

Fathor—in-law’s—residence when casually overlaken by
e disease, and The sufferer who veadhed his fathor—in—
law’s house after e symploms were once patent upon
his body,

We may presume for e sake of our present ac—
count That e patient Has not ransoressed any of e

o=

A\

chym'sccl enactments of Aari, \@9{ 9(11@ po{n% we ho,w

5

now reached, 7(710 s’(o:qe of unconscious vawing will cor—

f[:

j(aifn@ ho,w passecl away, The sj(olge ’Chaj( succeeds 11 s

i

far worse, Consciousness has become hovouohly restored
only Yo make him doubly alive To The inflammatory pain
all over s body. (s Tas been alweady pointed oud, e
cannot vest casily in any posture, Ewen e calls of

nature can never be attended o wmlou% %he assistance of

=

some%oc@, The mi&n{g?ﬁ hows become 9(11@ most painful
and clwaa:y, Th@ comspany of relations and fvien&s whiéh

was pcvhaps, in a measure, a source of diversion olufrif@
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the day is refused Yo him Then, Thus, the solitude of The
midnight added on %o his matural sleeplessmess, harrows
him, giving him ample leisure to fume over his mor—
dant pain, In a fow days, the pain lessens, althouol,
an unexpected sensation of unbearable icy is ushered in

s’(cp ?Zy sj(ejo %he remedics usuany emﬁgyeél to augy it

have already been dwel wpon ot suffcient lonoth, Suf-
fee it Yo say here, that when the i) is at its limax,
a stage from whidh e smallpox sufferer can reason—
ably look forward %o corlain recovery, he loscs control
over himscl, and seraldhes is body, espocially the face
so hoartily, hat nothing short of Meeding happens in
many instances, The fMlings whidh are so conspicuous a
feature in smallpox stricken poople are duc fo e in—
ordinate seratdying under sudy empling Odds, But as a
mechanical preventive against the disfiouring mischief of
the fngers the pationt’s hands are now and Then mufed
with pads of rags. In The face of such procantions, it is
not uncommon %o fnd pationts emeroing out of Phe at-
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Yack, woefully pockpitlen. Goain, on those pustules hat
have been scratdied to o bad depth, and which might durn
out terey frosh seats of inflammation and irvitadion,
@ is usual to apply as a medicament tender neem leaves
brayed o a pulp, Bud, whether this method of reating
is altogether frec from objection according o the healing
art of The West, Byis is not The place for us to discuss,
(s e belief goes, no betler doctoring could be devised
under e civeumstances %o assist Phe patient looking %o
e fact That e is, for all infents and purposcs, entirely
ot the merey of Tdri

By deorees, e fecling of ) sels move and more
Yolerable, and the patient’s appelite, whid) was hitherto
ot a low ebb, improves fairly, The fat vesicles have in

jﬂle meantime shwnﬁ in size and arc al mnext door o

“withering.” The patient is also able to divert himself
by conversation with his wisitor and thinks Phat after
all life is worlh living Such signs lead his velations
to conclude that the tme has come when They might
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think of e necessary post—clinical “bath” Gl e old
matrons in e strect are specially invited To pronounce
their opinion whether the sufferer is £t for The “bath” or
it should be put off 11l after some time, If they should
coneur in belicving that Pe day has come, a day for The

=

—

=

“bath” is appointed, and a thanksoiving prayer is offered
Yo Mari seeﬁinj su%fmissiwly hw 1@@4‘/@»3504’ %71@ intended
S ]

V7

A\

We must note, in passing, ’ﬂia’c %he ﬂamﬂ—sqocaﬁinj

5

peoﬁe of Sou%hewn India recogmise warious @pcs of
sfmo,npox, cliﬁewn%{a%inj %hevm 139 %'he duration of ‘q(he

f[:

i

invasion, The aculeness of e suffering, and the shape
and e number of e pushules, One form is known
in Tamil as “Ganai=Ueri” (Falm=climber), another,
"Manal-Vari” (Sand-eaper), and so on. The former
is so desionated from e civeumstance that the pustules
first develop from e foot up, Hien shrivel from e

head down, again fatten from the foot forwards, and
SO OM 1M Succession, This a’hy%hmic rising and faﬂinj in
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%He size of %71@ vesicles from Toe 1o 9(010’ and vice versa,

Haw pw%aﬂy sujjes%eol 1o ’(he ?eopie's mind %hc idea
of ’(he Talm—climber’ or %71@ yvovw%ic& ’Coc@y—clmww

=

or Shamin, & similar explanation would apply to
’(h@ NManal—vari jgype, In ’fhis case, %71@ pus%ulcs are

—

=

compo,m’tiwly small, but VeTY MUMETOUs, SO much so,

j(he collection resembles a hcaqo of 1@9:9@ orains of sand

V7

ﬂasheél on ’(he %Oc@, O%hev @WS/ arc mot wan’({@ in
which ’fhc wvesicles are m’mﬂ@ec‘l 141 %he fowm of a %wnch

A\

5

of grapes or rum into one omo’fhe«r so as Yo become

f[:

10,4:9@—51'%& ws%des enc105£n3 Cnormous ww’len’f mat—
ter. These are hnown lo both Hindus and Europeans,
who haw devised mames for %hem in confo*rfmi’@ wi%‘h

i

%He genius of %71@1'4' ws:pec’(iw Tanjuo:_ges, For instance,

=

’Che meaning of %he Oepposi’fe gninsh word &Jtyfmzase as

apjoliecl ba j@pe of smaﬂpox will be pa’(efn’c to cvery
wcn—{nfowmeol student of ’Che %onjw,

Mo doubt, ’{he main cvend paving ’(he way for ’(he
pa%ien%’s pos’(—o’h’niacﬂ “?mjfh” is %he shvinﬁinj of %h@
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pustules from hoad Yo foot. Tn fact, cven if e shrink—

ing should have procceded only so far down as The dhest,
the people are satisfed and are not afraid of voling for
the patient's “bath” (s the “bath” is peculiar in many
ways, we must linger a while here To make out e
inferesting features under s item,

By the day of e “bath,” our patient will have hardly
athained 1o at level of health which could impart to him
strenoth suffcient Jo move about or whidy could enable
him o sit on Wis hams. Fe is lifted bodily, erefore,
by his nursing relations and sently placed in The “court
ard” where his bathing usually Zakes place. One or
two members hold fim in o syuathing attitude, when
e dcliohtfully warm waler is drizaling on fis fead
The waler that is Thus used should have been moderately
heated with plendy of meem loaves and dopped slices
of saffron. Some grains of omam (country—wort) are
also pounded and put info A Thus, when 1 is in o f2
condition Yo be used for The bath, & will be a sort of
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weak decockion of neem leaves and saffron, flavoured also
with omam, This bathing lotiom, if we may so style &,
is belicved %o b prepard from a special recipe given
by Tdri, in her overflowing merey for hor wreldhed
Hildren on carth, T is guile probable That T bath
has also some antiseptic propertics, Mine or fon average
sized pitdiers of Yo waler, so cavefully propared, arc
oently pourcd on the body of The patiend, the withered
pushiles being softly rubbed in e meanwhile with o
Yender bundy of meem leaves by a spocial woman Fhat
attends Yo The work, @ e dlose of The bath Kis body
is cautiously wiped from Head %o foot by means of soft
hread—bare rags, cushion-like %o toud) by women who
are supposed 1o be skilled in Hhe business, The moisture
on e body is thus taken away with hardly any Frouble
Yo e patient, who is, nexd, Taken fo o roomy spot in
e house and left o vecline ot full length, fie is Then
supplicd witl moal prepared in strict accordance with
e rules of regimen proscribed for e present stase,
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about which we shan haw occasion 1o speaﬁ pwsefn%@,

The next ba¥ly comes off after the lapse of Hyrec or
four days. Tt is diferent from e preceding in that
oil is introduced in it as an emollient application for
e first time ofter the aflack of smallpox. The fack
is well known That in ordinary instances of e so—
called “oil-bath,” the mative of the Tamil districts rubs
Timsdl, To begin will, with a large guantidy of scsamum
oil, and washes imself, afterwards, folerably clean of
the anointment by a _judicious use of the “oil cake” of
Bassia lonoifollia or of The around leoumes of Aeacia
concinna, Ahough e second bty in guestion might,
for courlesy’s sake, be desionated|an “oil-bath,” we
should mot fail Yo notice That The usual sesamum oil will
never be employed in i1, as being prohibited by Mdri's
dictates, Castor—oil is thevefore substituted in the place
of e ordinary hair wash, Tust as in e case of e
frst bath, The pationt is Beld in a squalling position by
a fomale momber of e family, while a second person
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3@%%@ apjolies castor—oil 1o his hea&, %He locks on which
Haw become %aﬂ@ matted ’Chwujh ngg'lec’t of &rassinj
cluw'fnj ’fha discase, The %oc@ also 7s bedaubed pvofusely

=

with e oil, Brayed Phascolus munoo is Ten cantiously
rubbed, wil) o goodly guantily of tepid waler, on his
Tead and body, in order fo remove Rhe oil, Tukowarm
waler is next poured on im as a bt soft Tatered
towel is brouoht in, wherewith the last drops of waler

o=

A\

j(ho,% migh’( remain on h{s %o@ \o,w removed, ft’s dict

5

awails Him wml scwjmflous epunc’(ua(li@ %71@ moment he

is out of this claborate bathing, and, after his breakfast
is over, he is left 1o lic down and sleep, The castor—oil

f[:

i

‘wash is repeated once in cvery three or four days, Hll,
by degrees, the rules slacken, and the usual sesamum oil

=

is used wmlou’( objection, cven before Jari is taken

10@‘1’@ Ojc, ’

@ word or two is ch necessary about ’fhe pa%ien’(’s

clie’(cw:y clw*ifnj ’fhe pew’ocl covered @ ’(hese ve1{9io—mcc1ica1
?aa’(hs, ‘(Beifnj considered 1o be aﬁeo’tcci wi’(h a wasja'f@
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discase, he is fed with very mutvitious food, Curds and
ohee are given in lavish abundance, Chilly is invariably
avoided. (4s a substitule for this ordinary curry—stuff of
the Bindu Cookery, pepper is used in e preparations
meant for the patient’s consumption, NMeals ave given
to him many times a day o make up, as it were, for Yis
lost strenoth and wigour, The recovering patient is also,
to be true Yo facls, a ravenous eater. @nd N digests
well ot Yo same Hme, being possessed after e atlack
of a good and untiring stomach, We must remember
again that when the ordinary scsamum oil is beoun %o bo
used as o haiv—wash, the cating of cold wice in the carly
morning, mixed with a large guantily of creamy curds,
is recommended, nay, enforced in he case of the patient,
But e only hails ot the idea, For, Hhe dict is more Than
palatable To him, and he enjoys it with no inconsiderable
zest Sudy is he supreme and enviable guality of the
appetite Yhe discase Blesses him wilh, for some time ot
any vale after its cxpivy, Tt is guite a common Yhing to
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find peopb aﬂw an atack of s‘manjooae, growing fmuch

bulkier and fatter, bulkier and fatter indeed %‘hm wha’(
’Chgy were like, before ’Chc aHack,

=

The pcoﬁe n ’fhe house will not zpijtéh upon a Yme
o give %71@ god&zss leave” so soom as ’che pa%ien’( would

wish for, for more than one veason. When once he

has picﬁeol up suﬁc{en% s%wnjfh to walk about, ha is

—

=

V7

na%umlly desirous %o 90 out of/’(ile house, and To mix
w{’(h peoﬂe in %he street, from \w’ho‘m he has been cut

A\

5

off fo*r so 10(@ a time. Tha domestic immuremend s

f[:

Yoo much for him. But under hardly any circumstances
will he be permitted to get away, if the Toddess has not
been previously “taken leave of” For another Hhing, The
Coddess should not be sent out, umless she had shown

to %He inmales a wiwnjness Yo vebive o Hw hame or

i

=

Yo roam dsewhere, Thoke IUBHEEe, for instance, other
members of e femily under te infocted voof, withoud
any wisiation, and, s, in anficipation of further
oftacks on sudy of Them, Tho inmakes wait for o fairly
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long period, ranging usually from 20 to 30 days, after
e complele vecovery of The patient, before Hyinking of
“sending Bor home.” T is supposed that the Ten days
preceding and succeeding the Mw Nloon are e most
favourable, or, rather, likely days for a ‘fresh sport’
of hers, with any others, in the patient's house. The
inmates lake cave, Yherefore, to prolomg the interim,
between e vecovery of The patient and e ceremony of
“sending For home,” as much as possible, lest otherwise
they should incur the severe displeasure of Hhe surly
Coddess, ending, perhaps, in He wholesale death of Hhe
entive family, The popular belicf is wery strong on Hhis
point, and cvery endeavour will, ds a conseguence, be
unflindhinoly made, %o give the Goddess full opportunity
To play hersclf oul” wilh such inmales of e House as
she has either failed, or did not find tme Hitherlo %o
“sport with” This Yresome interim, the unfortunate
patient will have Yo count as an age, since strict watdy

will be maintained over him 1o see j(ha% Hc docs mot stir
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anywhere beyond The four walls of Hhe house, In a word,
e will mever be permifled To step oulside The Hyreshold
of Tis house under any contingency whakever, for foar
of fFrtling the Goddess by making o public exhibition
of her “robe of pearls,” which she, in her extreme grace,
has scen i £t Yo deck him with” The public ought not to
gaze upon him when he has not et dofied her costly and
handsome “robe of pearls” given o him by Jlari for
a short wear, and That, in private. When e pustules
have sloughed and shrunk in, and e scabs have pared
off, when nothing but Mack civeular marks dots The body
of The patiend, as The oukeome of the allack, Tlar may
be said %o have taken off hor “robe” and mot Hll Hhen,
We may well-nigh call, Perefore, the above inferim
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as onc of real incarceration for our poor patient, both

U%emlly and me’(aphowca{lly.
On ’(he 3@3 of giving %he _@ocuess final leave "o

90 oul To roam after fer own sweet will,” a grand

feas’c 1§ ow:gwm’secl m hefr name to which relatives and
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friends are invited, (dn old widow is specially “hired”
Yo discharge The onerous duly of impersonating ari on
that day, in connection with some covemonies in which
her “function” plays a paramount part Being Thouoht 1o
be the wiccoerent of ari for Phe Yme, she is reguested
to partake of e sumptuous feast before others, as a
mark of honour and vespect, Whatever the widow docs, is
belicved To be inspived by Tlari Kersclf, @fter her meal
is over, she is presented with a lot of cakies prepared for
the occasion, fruits and other edibles, not to mention a

few silver coins, all of which she takes in a long picce

of oth, and Yies @ vourld e Sellehl Folding in one
of Yer hands a lengeibiind) of neert leaves, and in e
other, some “sacred ashes” Yakien from the aBar of dri
maintained in The Youse, and rearing hevsclf o Yer All
height, she approadhes the pationt, who is ready for the
covemonyy after Phe “farewell bath” in the morning, and
Hlosses him by woflting e bundy over %is fead Hhree
Vimes, and by rubbing Phe ashes on Yis fordhead Then,
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wi%hou’( u’(%winj a word, and wml %he bunch of neem

leaves and jfhe sacred ashes hew s’(eaclily in hor han&s,
she suddenly rushes out of the house and wowecls in a

=

southerly direction “at the pace of a running bullock.”
The rule s ’fha’( she shoulél not allow hm’sdf 1o be scen
in j(his state @ angone in ’Che street; and foq’ ’(His reason
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heﬂrsclf anew in 71@4’ usual way, Suéh a widow oﬁcia’(mj

A\

at the “leave ’(aﬁinj ceremonyy Oﬁ\f Aari” is not easi@

5

«p«ocum“e, it being a «p«rwolen’( idea %haj( on@ %71@ cast—

f[:

aways among Bralymin widds rollll to discherse The
“fondish duly” Boidt vombrhed in Whis connection That
The widow should |Gl in thalllrlom whercin the
Goddess s beon invalhed and worshipmed, since The date
of her advent in Tha Rouse

Jowards the evening of that day, the offering—contents

i

=

of 9(11@ room are all sc«uwlously collected: %he “catable”

pov’ﬁ'on of whiéh %ein\g yvesen’(ecl to ’(he Sudra menials
waﬁinj for ’fhe _§oﬂc‘l¢ss’ last chavinjs,” and ’Che re—
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maining debris, comprising afmo”njs’( %he vest Heaps of

neem leaves, being thrown away cawfully in a far—of

=

tank, From ﬂla’c ﬁay onward, ’Chc inmales vesume ’fheiv

“usual” customs and social practices which, 1l then, they
haél to how in a?agycmce, to suit ’chemsdws 1o new needs,

@1%%%371 the _@oow@ss might thus be forrma'lly sent
out of the house, the recovering pa’(i@njc would harcnj
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?9@ aﬂowe& fO‘Y six more ‘YHO%%%S/ %0 30 ou% fwc@ or

A\

attend o his avocations, iﬂp 3clze of a 1@0:9@ %oc}y of

5

people should, by all means, be shunmed, @pmﬂ% from
j(he pﬂro:voco,%ion of %71@ §ocwess, ’(hew is ’(he %1{911%{@
influence of “evil eye” to which he will become subject,

f[:

i

shouw ha u%suspec%i%jb minj[e w«[’fh h‘[s ne{gh%ouvs or
others in the village. “Ewil eye,” The belief vuns, if cast

=

upon ’(ha %o@ of a man 9’0(:04!6‘!’1"113 ffrom smaﬂpox or

its after—effects, would bring on a wpe%ija'on of jfhe al—

tack, en&inj in ’fhe UNCYYing moﬂali@ of ’(He individual,

iﬂp’s reversion 1s ’Cechnicany called in Tamil :pcwlcmce,

. w ”
fmam./fooa*, mecmmj ‘n@%% ‘PM‘YIC%U‘Y@,
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The shaoe of the after—chets of smallpox mioht ap—
propriafdly detain us now, The relatives of The pationt
Yend him with Phe ulmost care during the six months fol—
lowing the formal “sending away’ of The Goddess, Men—
Yion Has already been made of e rising appelite of The
pationd, and e commensurate diligence with whidy the
inmaes look after Him in the matler of Bis dict, whidy
is religiously constant in guality all The Hme, The meals
are vidh and nourishing and repeated in many cases even
as ofton as six Hmes a day, The scabs pare of in oreal
numbers from e scat of e dying pustules, and fall
on e floor, furnishing a vidy feast o ants whid) crowd
round e place attracked by e smell, Dore often than
not, e pationt himself is found busy pecling away the
scabs, cven before Yoy are ready %o fall off of Pheir own
accord, as, presumably, His Kind of occupation is de—
lightful o him, If The atlack was great or viclend, There
also occurs day ofter day an epidermal ccdysis; so mudh

50, ’(Hc skin of %71@ %oc}y {ncluclinj %ho.% of 9(710 polfm and
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e sole, becomes excessively tender, and over—sensitive
To eat and cold. (s a conseguence, walking in The open
with unprotected fect will be nothing short of a feal, be
@ on 1ugoed ground in The shade, or on soft and fumid
cartl in P sun. My, very often, shocs, if made of
ordinary leather, would scem hard and pinching for the
sole. Under sudy civeumstances, the pationt will not for
a moment Yink of laking a walk, Thoush it be only
for a brief distance, nor of handling encraetically any
Teavy Tool or imploment, The most Zepid substance fas
an exagocrated ot for is palm, Bearing in mind This
singular dofect, e inmates of The Nouse sce that e
food he aats is served fo him, deplete of all warmdl,
Tt is not ot all surprising therefore That e Findus
should Have made 1t a point not fo allow The patient o
indulge ardy walking, nor give him any work involving
exposurc o The sun, Be is scareely ashed Yo do anything
dlse, save Yo sit guict, and cat mourishing food as many

Ytimes a Jajv as 111'5 gys’tem vegw’ws, je is also recom—
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mended o have a cold plunging bath cvery morning, on
Hhe ground that 1t s cadling, fonic propertics, and Fhat
e also could better endure cold Hhan Tead, during his so—
vere ‘moulling stage, The special rules That reoulate The
daily life of the patient for Pese six monhs, enjoining
strick inaction and inovdinate fatlening, bespeak lbor—
ally Phe dreadful idea Bindus have formed, time oul of
mind, of The wasting nature of smallpox, s the Tomil
people say, considering no doub the scrupulous attention
Yo Yis rid) convenience, with which The smallpox pationt
is looked after during The afler—effects, “Tt is indeed an
enviable Thing o be o solvent pationt of Mdri!”

The Tamils have long ago invented a method of “prop—
agation by cutting” for inducing the epidemic in persons
who Have not fad an afack, The pared scabs of the re—
covering patient are, somelimes, treasured up To a shred
by interested persons, which, after being put info o cup

of waler, ave emp%iecl into the mouth of those that need
a wvisitation; or, jfhe rancid ropy matler from ’(710 pus—
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tules %ha% have been m’(her late in hec&inj, is mixed wml

milk and sugar, and given as a boverage, Bul very fre—
guently Phe matter s also introduced straiohtway into
sores whid) one may hance %o have on e body, Tn
oll sudy cases, it is said, The aftack will e less widlen?,
for, The man, who is Pe subject of e experiment, has
Herchy shown Wimsdlf do b solicilous 2o serve under
Aari for a Yime, This volunlary method of inviting
ari is supposed To be highly propitious Yo her, and
she, in reurn, would, in a large measure, slacken the

demand of hospitalitics from her “host”

The general belief in the Southern districts of this
Presidency regarding the duration of the after—effects of
the epidemic, is Yhat it will Take The patient not less Than
a year from e dote of the atlack, to recoup his lost
health and strength, and in exceplional cases, even more,
T is also a prevalent notion Hhat with he recovery of a

man from smaufpox, any other discasc that might have
been a%eac@ ajﬂie’d@ him, would vwnish, Gn aflack of
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smallpox is Pus said To be a most wonderful purifier
of The human frame,

& Bindu who has lost a dear kinsman of his, as the
vicim of e contagion, ouoht mot %o induloc in loud
outbursts of weeping, lest W, by so doing should iri
take the pugnacious divinily indo spreading her ravages
1l more among Nis relations, On e other hand, e
mioht “dance” with joy and merrimend, at all acks of
the Goddess, no matler whether They are vight or wrona,

Ahoush T fack is beyond all veasonable confention
that e contagion Nas been plaguing India from times
lost %o memory, e level Teaded Dravidian is not tived
of tlling The world Hat Fhe discase began in India only
with Phe introduction of Railways, Fe Flls us e inter—
esting story that both the smallpox and dholera Goddesses
were roused: out of Hheir clermal slumber, and caused %o
roam flevcely at large, by cerlain carly European Railway

gnjimws, who iwwewn’d_y gawve orders 1o Jesngy ’cheiaf
old %emples, for %11@ bare faull of chancing 1o in’tewep’f
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a ﬁ{'aﬂwcgy line, %ha’( was laid up in 7\/57%71 India, In
any case, we shouw not fail o conjm’(da’te him upon
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j(he ﬂaﬂ*inj in\gefnui’gy of 111'5 well—minded concoction,

U EU, a’wmanan,

Salutation 1o the clei’@ who is mot definable in Yime
or space: infinite, pure intelligence in i c\&rvlq’(e form: who

is peace and ﬂow, w'hos@ sole csspﬁca r—és!?"sﬂf—_ now1049e, =
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