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R is a thousand pitics that e South Indian demonology, spite
the work of the “Indian ﬁn?@ua@y " for the last two decades and
more in umcchhinﬂ Indian folﬁow, nursery stories and old wife's
ancedoles, remains 3@% a dark pfromem, Of recent years, we had an
interesting book from the pen of a veleran (Anglo—Indian on “Uikram
and ’rhc Uamﬂp{w” nawa%{nﬁ ’rhc adventures of %He celebrated Indian
@zfrjﬂlw and ’ﬂlose of ’(71@ Indian Dragon, But a gys%ema’u'c book
ca%a1q9ui%3 %710 deeds of all j(he Sou%h Indian Dewils, %o%h wild and
domesticated, giving diagnostic hints for Hheir ws?oec%iw identification,
and a tabulated classification of all %Heiv genera and species has 10@
been o desideratum, Jo mame an instance, we haw %he family of
Kalis, embracing osts of species such as Mari, Jahad—mari, Xali,
Bhadra—ali, Mahd—may and e rest, Among the Fidari family,
we get the S’ﬁZa—pzbde', guluﬁﬁu—pﬂa«m’ and a whole lot of other
Ammans, 3'710 tame varictics among j(hcse are veared in some famﬂ{es
as tutelary Devils, which are satisfed with a few hops of meat
at a time like ’fha fox—’(cwicﬂr, AUﬂﬂc, %hc semi—domesticated breeds
like Fechi [Feriyachid, TMadan and Futti—chaldn, have a preference
for warm gove and are oﬁen cIiﬁcuPt of pwpi’fio,j(ion, Jo saj(isfy
them, some grucsome slaughters are mow and then vesorted 1o, and
j(he mauled cavcases are said 1o be U’(cmﬂy sucked for %Hci«r blood
by these gascous mammals unscen by man, Thus, j(h@ can be made
tractable for a time, when %71@ jin&u oujhjc to take care o make use
of j(heiv invulnerable powers in ruining 111'5 inimical %wjﬂp’cn, &ﬁw
a time, %Hcsc grow vestive again, and ’Chen, unless ’Chc necromancey
ogives s infernal retinue %71@ needful sanguinary fodder, %71@ m@?ﬁ
Turn again and vend him” (s a penally for his megligence, the
@wﬂ—famier, so far from %einj Icﬁ alone wml loss of serwvices, is
served in turn so well %ha’( he would need mo more ’(heiv services,
nay any services at jfhe hcméls of %11@ land of 7(710 Iivinﬁ, Such is
said 1o be ’rhe summary and youjh—anc(l—wac@ nature of ’Chciq’ crossed
compomionship, ‘LU{%M, man takes care To sce %Ha’( ’Chgy flounder 0%13

in %he s’(ctgﬂncm% limbo of semi—domestication, as a reversion o ’fheiaf
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oer@imﬂ wild stale opens Him to j(he ﬂansgw of %haifr maﬁinj a meal
of him in an instant without any warning, Jn many cases, therefore,
%heiv domestication is mot so much to proﬁ’{ himsclf ac’w'w@ from
jfheifr f#’ien&shifp as to ward of any wanton frowozyism from ’chem, So
1o spmﬁ, ’(he fimlu has o maindain %71@ comjownionshijo of j(’he Dewil
to ﬁeejo up appearances, Bul, %he puw@ wild Devils hcwe cqjgycél a
fwe—cmcl—cagy h'fc from Yimes immemorial, and jfhe Indian Has never
aj(%afmjo%col to domesticate j(hcm, %hwgh, in a foew instances, he has
tried 1o enlist jchciv gympa’chy in jﬂle h{&&n ifnfwnal h{emﬂrc'hy ’fha’c is
sujoposeél to rule over %'hc wc’lfcwe and interest of cvery Indian vino:qe
and town, Uiran and fafruppan wi’fh all %heir species and su%—species
%010719 1o jﬂp’s division and %110:9 awail wi’fh vuhoim ﬂp’frs% %71@ pwioclic
carnage of animals gracing %heW animal fes’({»vcﬂs, Thesc 3uom1 ’rhc
m’l’@e at n{gh’(s qga{%sj{ evil influences, and awvert any pcs’(ﬂen%ial
discascs j(ﬁajf mz’gh’( fwgwnj(@ be visi’(ifnj A, In fac’(, %Hese are ’fhe
Sani’(o,@ ﬂnspccjcoqfs ajojooi%j(ccl bey the Ringdom of the Devil 1o look
aﬁev w'nogcs, on@ %Hciﬂr pay is mel from ’fhc fpocﬁe’cs of ’thc w'uo:gws
instead of %hc infwnd excheguw, and ’fhe m’mn\gemcn’( reminds one
of %71@ s:ysjtcm under which %ha ZBfri%ish _@ow«mmmj( sends i1s oﬁcws to
’(’he Native Stales in Yimes of need, (And one of ’(hesc yural demons s

our old friend %ali, %He well—Anown gmanpox §oﬁﬁess of %710 gnﬂish

ﬂ'ﬂissiona@ fpcwlcmce in India,

3'71@ Smoﬂ?ox §oﬂéhss is onc of %hc most mischiwous fiendesses
j(ha% ornament ’(110 Saz'va—&'c?ﬂchn‘?a @cm’theon, Viewed from one
sj(anclpoin’( 5710 appears 1o be ’(he consort of ’fhe ferocious Siva, yivaﬂin\g
him in her errific mien, and her feline strenoth and cunning. In
cmo%hw asqoec’t sha appears as an incarnation of feminine immoé&s@,
endued wml all %Ha one—breasted valour of ’Chc @a%homi Soldiceress,
and crowned with a dishevelled hair, j(he colour of which takes after
’fhe dun indescribable fqﬂvous smoke of 9(71@ washings of a pain’(w’s
pole’(j(c, 511@ has Jaws olwciys well clisqolo:yeél in which i is casy 1o
&esc@ all %11@ dental epe«fec%ion of Felis leo, Torn entrails of rats and
doos hang from her moutl dribbling blood, while the skirts of her
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pe’f’m’coa% stand abowe ’(He line of clece’ngy, and %his 104/@@ old amazon
according to one set of old wifc’s folklore, is 3enc%ica1@ no better than
a @ariah damsel. She is said 1o stalk ’(he streets in still n@h’(s wi’(’h
an ca«%'hen vessel, in %he eqoiclemic seasons, conj(aininj in innumerable
numbers “the tm:ysja'c epem’l without «Pme” — the Smanpw “«pmﬂ, ’ The
_fmclu fewm’d belicves ’fha’( ’chc ?us’hﬂcs whwh appear at ’chc close
of ’the pfrehfmma@ ﬁyw%wfl iymp%oms on %71@ %o& of %71@ pa’fwnj( are
on@ ’fhe pcaﬂs whiéh j(ha orim dame strews on 7115 ‘bo:l oul of hev
vessel, WHw j(he Smoﬁpox rages in a wn@e n una%o,’(ecl vigour,
%'hc mea@—mw’fﬁc&ftnﬂu has to spcaﬁ in %'hc so—called Mari—amman
pa‘?azs, 1f he is necessitated Yo make any allusion in hiS oevclmm:y talk
to jfhe ﬁmw con’(cngn f@ sp caks oj: ’(he benevolent AMari plogymﬁ
wz%h Hw fonﬁﬂmys shouw he chomce to mention 1o a fweml of his ’rhc
m’ﬂﬂcss devastation going on in %he w'nqgc in ’(110 shajoe of clea’(hs of
%71@ fpa’a'en%s after yyo%mc’wcl sufferings of a mc&{gnan% j@pa Even ’fhe
very paja’en’f who is %he victim oj: jfhe e%guis{’w comﬁain’( is addressed
in onc of %710 many names of ’fhe _@ocw@ss, 5@10,%{0%5 near and remote
who might happen to wisit the sufferer call Him as "‘NMari!”, and el
him “don’t be anﬂ@!", whan ’(11@ wish o commiserate Him for ’(he
infinite pains he labours under, The idea 1s ’(ho,% for ’(ha time beino %he
en’ﬁ'@ of jﬂle pa’({cfn’( ho,s becomes nil and Hc is ﬁ’L’Ld wijfh 3(710 eﬂa‘?us
of the “Mari.” In facl, he is nothing if not the AMari herscld.

dnd ?aefow we a’(%emp% a picj(uw of %he w’l{gio—me&iaa’l trecatment
jﬂle paja'en% un&c@ocs aﬁcv j(hc inmales oj: 711'5 Housc haw once made
out uncwin\g@ %710,’( jche discasc is a distinct case of Smanpox, it would
be in’(ews’(inj o see How ’(he origin of ’(hc 310w'ous Mari—amman is
accounted for by Indian folklore and mythology.

Barasurdma, the celebrated Indian mythical Fercules, deft at felling
humom hea&s @ means of 11{5 superior axe %’ha% could beal honow in
poin’( of massiveness and destructive mechanism cven %'hc %omahawﬁs
of j(he American Indians, hacl a won&cvﬁﬂ fa’fher and mo’(hczfr, The
fa%hw was an exetmp(lcw of wha% cwd@ and wild olisposij(ion can be,

and he grew one ﬁaj angry wi’ch his wife. je was minded o take ’rhc
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law into his own hands, as beftting a man—demon of his overflowing
animal spivits and o inflict capital punishment upon his wife. Bul
he shuélclewcl cloif@ %'hc act hifmsc’lf, and wanted %Hewfow to make a
cat s—paw of 111'5 son’s assistance in %71@ matler, Gl jfhe sons of 111'5,
save Garasurama, vefused o induloe the deed. The homicide therefore
fcn to Barasurama’s shom, and 71@ &cspa’cchecl 711'5 mo’(hm’ unﬂinchinj@
o jfhe O%Hefr world at one stroke of h{s ﬂashinj axe, The Joy of %he
diabolic fa%hw, rich in boons, Anew mo bounds, and as a veward for
jﬂle instantancous matricide, jﬂle fa’(hw asked his son to demand from
hi«m a@ﬂl{nj he liked, @Kes’(ow my mo%hw 1o Hw hfe'” was ’(he wao@
wp@ of the dutiful son, " Toin the hmfl on 1o the %oa@, and you will
see hev rising as if ffrom a dveam” was jﬂle faﬂlm’ s comjoasswna%e
oift And now, lo! the head could not be scen. @{goﬁ some feathered
?n'cpeol or a beast of proy hafl bolted away wijch ’(hc severed hea&, WHa’(
shouw be done at 9(111'5 crucial juncj(uw? Barasurama stared round and
round, walked about hither and thither U1 at last he picﬁecl up in a
few minules a Hca& ’(haj( he found in %he vic{ni@: but %he Hca& was
wicien%@ ’fho,% of a @afriah woodwoman, In 111'5 cagerness o see al
least the %ocly of his fmoj(hw vitalised, he _joined the Fariah Hca& on
to the Brdhman trunk, and in an instant the soldered frame guivered
wi%h rising animaltion, and %o’(h ’(hc fa’ﬂlev and ’(110 son saw ’(110 fwi’(
of ’(heiv wonc?wfui opem’(ion, Surpassing all %71@ su@icd ’(«iumphs
of the Nincteenth and Jwenticth centurics, the oqocm%ion of ce7o7za70——
ﬂasiy, ?ﬂp’s e’(hnical combination derived from humom 3mﬁ5, ’(711'5
admixture of ’thc @m:yom and ’(hc Juranian or %he Dravidian bloods @
processes in&ispuj(a%@ superior to j(Hose of j(he pvesen%—&ay @wdinjs
Transfusion (pparatuses, is our old friend Mari, What this myth
denotes, wha’( hisjfovicol facj(s underlic 3(710 surface storics, whe’fher ’(he
Mavi—amman’s genesis is on@ cmojfhefr name for any ancient social
wphmvcfls, are all oulside 7(710 range of our «Pwsen% discussion, In
any casc, %He imqwo%a%ﬂi@ of ’(710 tale is on@ too pa’(cn’(, and 1t is
certain ’(hc gocucss and all hefr associated storics of extreme marvel
are consummale concoctions imwovise&, to account for a discase %Ha%
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has been quguinj India 9(714’01971 all ¥imes, Since it is in 9(11@ nature
of %hefimlu himsﬂf 1o account foy cvery ?ohmomenon ha is cq_gfn{scm’(
of, in Terms of 3(710 cloi@s of H{s old—world my%hical demons, and
to botile eaéh sujoefrsja"cion wml ’(heo’tqgiw& labels and pu’( i in ’(He

Ia‘bom%m:y of his nursery tales and ancestral tradition, we need not

be fw’c%{nj our minds hew as o ’rhc why and whmcfow of 9(71@ pwsen’t
fale,

This, the mecessary digression relating to the gemesis of Hari—
amman over, we can now sce 'how jche wlfgio—fmccliccﬂ treatment is
conducted when a pa’({m% Has fanm ill of POX. Brior o ’(he visible
manifestation of ’fhe conjfcgion, %he would—be fpa%ienj( suffers from a
fedinj of dull 1m3uo¢ and mow’sh break—down, e does not 4’011'571
food ?rc»pmf@ nor docs sleep give 1o his ?aoc@ ’fhc ﬂreguiw& amount
of vest and peace, 51014!@ a fever invades Him sub'ec’rinj him to
Terrible fits of vomi’tinﬁ, The ’Cemqoem’tuw of j(ha %ocly rises from
hour to hour, Hll ot ’(he close of ’Chc fever, his head swims and
he is invcwia%ly in a delivium, In jfhe case of certain pajw'm’(s, %he
delivium proves ilsclf an unmitigated bane, and the “exoleric” signs
of their “astral experience” will provide wonders even fo a special
student of mental aberrations, The ?a%icn’f talks 91 %cw’sh, sometimes
a 3{910’(, at o’fhw Yimes a %fr@%%, nay, cven a po@ﬁo’( fmonjw’l, made
up of unintelligible language and inarticulate sounds, the whole affair
enowmous@ ’tcwov—s%«iﬁinj, MNow and %hen, he starts up from bed
wi’(h ’thc ?ﬂoo&—sha’( oyes of an inchriate, walks w’olenjt@ about %he
house, swooning down wen’fuc&ly on some spoj(, unable to bear the
fa%@w of his own boisterous exertions, This is j(hc s’(ctqe of 3waj(
cmeeie@ 1o j(he inmales of %hc 'house, &ﬂw a time, j(he %oc@ of ’(he
pa’(ien’( becomes suowmly covered wml a crowd of r08Y fpa’(ches ’WWCH
aﬁefr j(hc subsidence of j(hc fever and %71@ delivium, resolve and clwdop
into 7001’11%@01 cwp’(ions, ﬁnol@ o become ’(hc chamc’(cfris’c{c sfman?oox
pusj(ules, During ’(hc p\yw%icﬂ paroxysms, ’fhc paj(ien% is belicved 1o be

on ’(he ove of %he pyivﬂcje& en’(@ into %710 pov’cals of Aariamman’ s

citadel, as %He tickel for admission has oﬂwac:ly been issued 1o him. e
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is pyae’dce&@ enjoying at ’Che po«ja'co ’Cha siﬂﬁ of ’(Ha inestimable do—
ings of_}aeﬂr Sujowme Diabolic 7%@'@5@'5 militia, Thus %11@ bed—ridden
ww’(ch is fcw ’fhc Yime %einj undeyr ’che j’uris&ic’fion and governance of
Féchi—4 v the head—portress and staf—bearer of Tdri,

jaw we may pause to mote how g’édzz’ 1ooﬁs, and whaj( role she
701@5 in spwa&inj jthe conjccf_gion, 511@ is j(he choscn commandant in %71@
infernal army of hobooblins, salamanders and undines %ha’( are said

to tread on ari's heel, and hence the right finger of the Bmaﬂpox
Goddess. her face veminds one of that of the %c& Bengal Tiger
as it stands SUrveYing all around with a Hhreatening mien, waa@ to
pounce upon any intruder, whﬂe at s fce’c lies %He mw@—maﬂd
deer, suitable for a w’clh meal, ghe puj(s on a tucker, whiéh on@ assists
o set her foymiﬁa%’[c—’[oaﬁin‘g pemlulous breasts of 1o 3%@%@4/ offect.
5710 is not a _young dame ?Zy any means, but o moocl—cuwn{f@ shwwish
old 110191 wi’(h ’fhc bones of hm’ batered ?)oc@ prominm%@ show{nj oul,
and %ha coriaceous e’[eﬁlan’(im skin pimheél and shﬁwﬂc& up, cver on
the look—out to dart at any heaﬁhy individual, and to lash into his
s:ys%cm a 34*@@% amount of smo.njoox vivus, (dnd neofr@ nude is she
in hev narrow s%w'p of c1o’£71 round ’(he waist, and wijﬂl matted and
olishewnecl hai«r, and grinning %ecj(h, like @ea’fh incarnale, she dances
her demoniac dances 1o ’ﬂle resonand roarings of ’(hc ho@om{n bands,
N is said %Ha’( ’(he pa’a’en’c’s fv@h%ful groans, shﬁeﬁs and fwguen%
sj(mf’tinjs from bed o yun about in maddened fuf@, are all occasioned
sz j(he fear he perceives from secing j(’he fmn’a'c mem:y——maﬁinj and
%hc éleafcninj pcmcle«moniac howls of j(he haﬂish %ﬂr@aﬂc,

Gind na’(wolly enougl, jrhe inmates %@ to do a@’(h«[@ and cv—
e@’dp’nﬂ in 5(7101'4' power accowlinj to jchciqf 1{91{1‘5 o alleviale at %he
present crisis The patient's suffeving by making the prescribed offer—
ings 1o 5‘7@:711', She is fon& of loawes of jﬂle pa%’(wfn of 9(11@ Tewish
57low—2weadj made of ’Che ﬂow—compouncl of four different kinds of
grain, and of some slices of coconul kernel, bui wi’fhou% sal. o
long as the delivium lasts, the offerings ave «pwpawcl assi&uous@ cvery

cvening, and ’rhﬂfown off on %he roof of %he house wi’ﬂl a ?i@—cvoﬁ{nj

-
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call upon Fechi, 1o take them away and velicve the sufferer of his
soul—tormenting fears. If for all The pyoyi%ia’(oty fodder o Fechi,
j(he fpa’{ien’( in his delivious walﬁinjs and wiolences be %@onﬂ measure
uncontrollable, and if %hew shouw be any possi%iwgy of 111'5 3&%‘[%\9
away unawarcs from the house, during his raging state of uncon—
sciousness, all %Hc doors of jche house are well shu’( and bolted making
any a’(%empj(ccl exodus aﬁev 9(710 enforcing Z%Jp’ {mfpossi%lc, For, it
is said @ age—worn matrons %hajt, shouw at 5(711'5 sjccge Hc make an
exit and peaﬂe in the strect gaze upon him, JWari would gct %w%@
ferocious and do away wml him a’ﬁqgejﬂlw,

In a fow c?a:ys ’fhe delivious condition cools down, %71@ efrwp%ions
become more and more wisible and ’(ha ya’(ien% fecﬂs cloiy aﬁw clay %71@
increasing pain all over %he Taoczy owing to ’(he intense and con’tinuously
rising inflammation, “having @ %111'5 time ’Clho«oujh@ v@aimﬂ 111'5
consciousness he smarts under ’ﬂle agonics %Ho,’( Proy upon h{m, The
vesicles hcwe grown Lwcgw and %ij and ’rhc skin ho.s become ense
and pm’nﬁﬂ around ’Chem, In some cascs %hgy may be so ’(hicﬁ—sc’t as
1o leave mo room cven fo«r a fpin—pvicﬁ, Now and j(hen j(he misevable
sufferer is in a s’fupoof %Hyoujh excess of %wm{fnj pain, fc howis and
whines, and oﬁcn cven roars wi’(h unutterable rage and clesqoaiv, Jo
lic on his back would be a &iﬁcd@ for hitm, for, all over ’Cho,’t region
%Hew are ¢Nnormous pus%ules, For a similar reason, he cannot repose
on his sides, nor on his face, %i’fhw can he sit or sgual, nov cven
stand on his Iggs, Tha sole of jche foo’(, %he sccdp, ’(he interior of %he
nosc and cven j(he whﬁa of 9(71@ oyes are invaded @ a multitude of
excruciating eijﬁ'ons, &jai%, when the pusj(uics have advanced in
clcwlopmcn’(, an unbearable {’tchinj sensation is fd’( at cvery ﬂpoin% on
%71@ %oc}y, in addition 1o ’fhe previous pain and jﬂle feeh'@ of ?am’ninj,
Even ’(He most olowny guﬂ’( will be vno’fhinj 57104’9( of a p*ricﬁly bed of
’(howns, Tha on@ commiseration foy all %his hc can 1@1’%1’411@’&@ eeqoec’(
from his friends and velations, is an address 1o hifm now and again
as, “L%Zaﬁam—m—fméy{/ Flease don't fret. ﬂ%aﬁam—rm—mczyi/ Blease

don't be angry. 7 bescech you not to trouble the hild, T shall present

-
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you wﬁh an offering of a cowpb of mud oyes, and 7 shan give you a
cooling, vefreshing bath of tender coconut waler,” Thgy mean 739 such

prayers %ha% %11@ will do all in jfhei«r m{gh% o appease ’(he Bmcﬁu«pox

_@o&ﬂess, %ha’c she may Jq’g% to let ’(he pa’(ien’( alone, wijfhou% mucfh
Turt

(s soon as %71@ state of delivium Has passe&, and small pinﬁish
vesicles have made their appearance on the ?aoé}y, the inmates of the
house gct hold of some of the oldest — naw@ olwo:ys widowed — cvones
in %'he w'que, 1o cliqgnose ’(He case pwnpev@, These old 9ossips are
credited wi%ch a 3«0@%@« experience of wwp%iw affections like smaﬂpox
than even the best gwo?oeom dermatologist, and unless ’fhgy cwj(ify that
it is a distinct case of smaujoox, %71@ pco«p’le in ’(hc housc may not %@in
%71@ necessary me&ieo—wl{gious observances enfoined 13&9 tradition in ’(He
casc of smaﬂpox, and smaﬂpox alone, dnd so the old women with
%hciﬂr shyivcnc&—éujo skin, %oo’ﬂﬂcss mou’ch and whi’(@—hao&c& face, who
are a hideous swc’mﬂe ?Zy themselves, crowd round the bed—stead of the
pa’(i’eﬂnj{ in ’fhe ecwly MOrNINg, remowve ’fhe sheej(s off his %oa}y, and start
an {fnsqoccj(iovn of jﬂle ewp’a’ons on it Meantime ’(he pa’(ien% is crying
aloud unable o endure ’t'hc agonics, and aﬁw clcep deli beration %he
women unomimously pass ’fhe verdict, " is a case of 7%@710,—%6@{,
5710 Has strewn ha«r fpmﬂs w’chly, Bul up a Bot' ina scpcwa’fc room
and invite heﬂr,"

The cevemonial of praying o IMari o come o an appointed room
of ’(hc house, and of inducing her, @ entreaties %o linger ’(hcw Hll
j(he inmales give hev submissive leave o repair elsewhcw, is wvery
inj(ews%inj,

& batlered and bruised %{9 ?wo,ss—cpo’t, of antediluvian appearance,
j(he outcome of in&{genous in&usj(@, is chosen, and filled «m’%‘h waler
it is 1@3‘% in a room %Ha% may be %emqoowwily set apm’% in order 1o
invoke JMdriamman for consullation and adwice on wvarious po{fn’(s in
connection wml hw spccial@, The mou%h of 9(710 7009( is fp’h&jj@& wml
a bunchy of margosa leaves which, in turn, is surmounted @ a husked

coconut wi’(h %71@ “fudumi” not torn of. iﬂlc 3¢wnc1 immeclia%c@ in
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front of the sacred pot is converted into an altar for Jla'ri, on which
will be found élisﬁogcc‘l to view, all the various things sumoosccl to be
hw ye’( food. We can exjoecj( to find a hcmclful of a pecuh'm’ pwqoamjm'on
of roasted rice, Anown in Jamil as "dval,” a bottle of coconut-—toddy,
some cigars, and a few _young coconuts of big size with a fpowj(ion of the
3¢ecn{sh rind ch{mocél of, For, we must remember ’(haj( wha’cww may
be her savage or barbaric look, in pom’t of smoking or drinking she
is inferior o no fashionable of this dawn of the Twenj(w%h Cen%u@
She is not a member of any “Jemperance (ssociation” or “Temperance
Ico:guc, and tectolallers in Her opinion arc a set of inane moodles,
We may also find on %he altar, a 1m:9c ﬂucm’m"@ of cold rice” soaked
in a 11'94;1’& %ha% is in an advanced s’fcge of fwmen’(a’fion, The most
aged woman available in the house takes charge of the voom and s
conj(efn’ts, and the various cevemonies she has %o perform as dri’s
officiating wwsj(ess pro %ecmpaw gw@ morning all the old offerings
are remowed and new ones are fpu’c in Hheir p1ace, the former are given
away o Stdra menials and to Brahmin boys that may chance 1o wisit
the house. Here, before detailing the way in which the old offerings are
doled out, we must pause o note an 1m«po¢’(om% fact which accounts
for more smaﬂepox 10a’(wn’£s among hindus than among gwopccms

The gwropecm nations avoid ’ﬂle con’(@wn @ clwaclmy and ﬂeamg
from it, while the jin&u courts it from the supws’fij(ious fear that
he pyovoﬁcs %he wm%h of ‘AMari’ in case he does not w{wnﬁ@ piace
himsc(lf under heer ‘fmewiful swciy,' whan ’thew is an orpor’(um@, 371@
smauepox may be raging in a m’ﬂqge and may be carrying off men and
women as victims in large numbers, 3@’( %hcfinclu will hm’(‘ty dare 1o
'hccw any adwice coming fﬂrom a sani’ca@ or vaccination {nspecj(o*r as 1o
%71@ wa&\y means of ﬁcejoinﬁ i in checﬁ, Instances are not uncommon
whm a vaccination inspec%oer visils a viuctge wml his “@mﬁh’ and
Tlancet,” while the Brahmans try To send him away with bribes. They
do not want ’(he 5@1{5114110%’5 ‘false—fpeaﬂs,' for To see cown’(crfci’(
%71{%35 smu331eol into hw epov% will excite JMari to \9%@’(@/ anger and
she may 'ﬁciy aw@’ %hern wml ’(He poqmﬂa’(iovn on@ too hmﬁr’ﬁ@, Suéh
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is %71@ belicf of 9(11@ 04’%11030% vm@w towards vaccination,
Now 1o 90 back to %He sﬁin@, u\g@ '<pw'esj(ess,' 571@ rises gmﬂc emf@

in the morning, goes o a tank in the v{c{nii@, bathes and returns
home wijch a narrow—neched %yass—po% ﬁm& wml ’(he tank—waler, (s
she is coming, 571@ may not cven j(ouéh or swaﬁ 1o o’(hcfrs, such is ’(He
scmc’(imovny j(haj( a%j(achas to her cio%iles, soaked %hfrouﬂl and ’chﬂrouﬁl
w{%h waler, and clinjs to her wea’ﬂlm’—wwn pimhecl—ujo constitution,
when once she takes upon hefrself ’(he oNnerous ojﬁce of ’C'he fpw'es’(ess at
AMdri s shfrim, %%oc}y could cven j(hifnﬁ of 90ing near hm’ lest 9(71@ lholy
air investing her %oc:ly should get witiated (4s soon as she comes home,
she casts off hm’ wel 3ofrmcn’£s and pu’cs on 3@ c1o’£'hcs ’t'ho,’c were ﬁeﬂp%
ina 10%@@ spo’t %@ond 9(110 ponuj(inj wach of any o’fhm’ humom ?m'@,
(ﬁzﬂw wearing her garments, she beoins a course of mock—begoing at
%hc houses in ’ﬁle street, demanding from their inmates in %he name
of Mdri “measures of yeaﬂ," In cach house, They present her with
cold rice in jwa% ceremonial cmsj(ew'@, dnd hw %ggjinj bowl whiéh
is 3@%@%119 of 1@4:9@ co.joacii(y is %wm—fuﬂ %efow she returns 1o jﬂle
{nfec’cccl YOOJC fvom hav %w'p, iﬂlw she enters %71@ room of ‘sanctum’ in
%71@ Housa, emp%ies %71@ waler jfha’( was zpujc %71@ provious olay ffrom %he
?amss—joo%/, and vep1enishas it wml %71@ tank—water mw@ ‘byoujh% at
dawn, Afterwards, all The old oferings on e alter are removed, and
new ones are substituled in %Heiv ﬂacc, Thus, %’h@ old “cold—rice” is
taken away and the new “cold—rice” ched out by "“bggjinj" is thrust in
its stend, The old coconuls are removed and fwshev ones are ‘lwouﬁﬁ
in,

Nleantime crowds of Jp ldyren and %gys are maﬁmj %hcw appearance
into %he mfec’(e& house at j(hc cswmcﬂ wguesjf of %hew ?afren’(s %Ha’r
Mdrt mzﬂﬁ condescend Yo come down and 1cgy Th@se members sit
ot Eotafazri in the house, when Hhe old “cold—rice” that stood at Fhe
altar as an oﬁwin\g is served Yo %hcm ’(ha% %Hgy may cal ’(710 sfmancpox
“pcaﬂs," One belief is that cach grain of the “cold—rice” is a “pecwl" of
ﬂ/tcfw'/, and ﬁleiﬂf consuming %ha fooél will be instrumental in %in\gifnj

about a mild invasion of POX, dnd 9(71@ old waler of %he %mss—qoo%
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is also ﬂashe& on j(he %oc@ of j(Hese innocends, as i1 is %hwyh% %Ha%
it is nothing short of the ho@ "pumlefn’c matter” of the smaﬂpox
pusj(ule, Some of ’(he _younger ?ogys are ?woujh% near 9(71@ bedstead of
jfhe pa%ienjc ’ﬂp’t jﬂl@ may wa&i@ receive “%hc grace of AMari” Under
jﬂlese conditions it is easﬂy understood howfinclus manage to vickimise
%hcmselws on _ﬁeﬂr {nfwfnd altar, J‘H{s sclf—huviing into ’fha 191"( of
‘ZDcajfh is no beter ’fhcm %he Noabite ha?n'% of ?mqminj, m’(hev froasjc{fnﬁ
childven alive o appease the grim, blood—thirsty NMoloch, The other
offwinjs are élispcnscél to Sudras saving ’(he unhusﬁe(l tender coconuts
which arc used as ’(he main drink of ’(he pa’m’enj( in ’Che ho’c aﬁwnoons,
The remnants of the previous day's offering of the gently sour “cold—
vice” and cold—rice—waler are %71@ j‘:oocl upon which he may be chieﬂ:y
said To subsist,

One %11‘,””,9 Yo remark in ’(his connection is %ha’f in ’rhe case of small—
POx, cven %houﬂh ’theerc frm;qh’( be a slow fever pwsefn’(, jche pa’(ien%fs
regimen contravenes out and out %he normal oliej(aty in m*ch'nm:y cases
of fever, In fact, the cold—rice and fruits which are invariably given
to ’fhc pa’cienjc would be %he last 3(711'@9 to be recommended 1o H{m when
he is ovﬂfinm’{@ ajﬁqicj(c& wi’(h fe%w’le iympjcoms, ?ﬂlus pcoﬁe facw
more JWari's dictales, j(hcm cven j(hc demands of ’(e‘mjoowﬂ hﬂgiem,

The pain of %he paj(iefnjt increascs wml ’fhe ascent o_ff ’(Ha sun in
jﬂlc heavens, and jﬂle burning and {’(chinj are oﬁ_qmva’(ecl a 300& deal
in jfhe ho’( aﬂc«rnoons @ ’(he noisome flics which At about %uzzinjly
on jﬂle %oa@ of jfhe fpa’a'en’( attracted @ %he foe%or e%hcﬂc& sz 111'5
sumow*a’(inj pus%u’[es, Jo m@ jfhis i%chin\g sensation j(he “pw’es%css”
sits by the bed of Mari's “dhosen subject,” and gently passes again
and again a ?nmoh of margosa leaves she hows in Hcfr hcmcl over %he
?a%ie"n%’s ?’OO@' This opem%{on she may be en\gqge& in, nigh’( and &ay,
T has the double advantage of driving off the flies and relicving the
unbearable i’tch, A fan of palm—1eaf is also used occasionolly, But
’(71@ ANeem 1s ’(he speciol ?aac}ge oj: Mari's Service and it shouw be
used umeasin\g@, o gnjiish medicines, however cffective in doing

300& at ’(711'5 5%0:90, can be epcvmi’(’(ecl iﬂl@ will mwe@ say ’rha% %’h@
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are not approved by Mdri’s diabolic legislation, and Their use may
end w{’fh %710 unamoeasa?ﬂe wm’fh of Aari and %he summary wmﬂ@
of moljcowma%ion of ’(he limbs, &isﬁﬂuvemen% of 3(710 %Oc@, or clea%h,
Bananas are common@ given Yo cal, coconul—water for cl«inﬁin\g and
“cold—rice” as fooal

Days clapse in this fashion with the above monotonous in—door
ceremonies when the pus%aﬂes 3mc1ua11y “Vacken” and “wi’ﬂlm*" from
%hc region of %71@ hea& downawards, TH@ out—door wl{gious ceremonies
at %711'5 time haw to do wml jfhe proqoi%ia’(og acts at jthe ’(emple of
JMariamman situated amidst the * Grdma—Devatas ’ of the village on
jﬂla roadside or dsewhem We haw fuﬂhw cortain w1f9ious rules
wsj(*ric’(inj ’(he sort of men and women ’(haj( can be admitted into
%71@ infec’(e& house and governing ’fhc me’ﬂlocl of cooﬁinj o be aélop%ecl
iﬂlese we will p«esm’(@ consider seriatim.

%a&evs o:f Walter Faler may well remember 111'5 obscrvations in
"Marius ’(he gpicuwcm "on jﬂle yyies%hoocl of c@zesculajoius , and j(he value
of dreams %Houjh% to be inspiwél @ ’(716 _@03 of Nedicine, in supﬂp@inj
infoerma’don about j(hc origin and ﬂavelopmcnj( of discases. ‘Jf among
jﬂle ancient Romans, dreams were ’Chc sole chcmmi for ascm”(aininj %71@
mode of treatment of a pcw’(icdcw discase, the gym?oﬂoiy of clinical
clisciph’ne was most eﬁ’ca’m’w@ mirrored in ’fhc look and amow%enanccs
of @esculapius, jﬂle cure of ailmends was more wligious ’ﬂlom medical
not less 50, Ho.w been 9(11@ fruiinj Dravidian 1omc9£ices in relation o %71@
treatment of many con%qgious discases over which chmonola%oty hows
such unbounded sway: only in place of jche %mcm dreams, we 'ho,w
pu% in ’fhe fimlu delivious ravings,

We ho,w frcfewccl olwac}y to ’Che unmeaning 3@%%10, sometimes
?osi%{vely fv{gh%ful, %71@% pyo‘:ee& from j(he pa%ienjc, cluw'n\g ’fhe sj(ctge
of 9(71@ delivium coming on s%mf'th(wo:y in ’ﬂle wake of 9(11@ cwqoj(iw
fever, in m’nc@ cases out of a humlw& Thc sufferer lives and mowes
and has 111'5 %einj in a world of his own, ’fhoroujﬂy oblivious of wha’f
is passing on about him, and talks of things which will be pa@pa“e
pcﬂ/haps on@ boa ﬂmw@c& imogina’ﬁon ﬁw& w{’ch ’fha excitement of a
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hioh fever. His incohewnj( talk interlarded wijﬂl groans and shricks, is
a C"himse puzaﬂe to his relations that sit hard @, endeavouring to vead
a meaning out of 111'5 ﬂippcm’t words, e is AMari's oracle, and ouﬁh’( to
be listened 1o wi’(h a?:ich’nj veverence and inferest, as cvery unmeaning
s:yﬂa“e of his, might weil some sober truth or ﬂpwmonija'on, having
a direct bearing upon the progmosis of the complaint, and aford a
clue To the extent of the spfrecwl of the contagion, and the vange of
mo«’(ali’@ from it in jﬂle w’ﬂqge, 7\6@@ women who posc, ‘@ reason
of their pas’f experience, as eeqow’(s in in’(cﬁow%{nj oracular cfusions,
sit mear Hifm, and cross hivm wi’(h subtle gues%{ons, JMa'ri, %11@ say,
spmﬁs %Hvoujh Him for %he time, and true and trained in%ewpw%ws
could make out her intentions msilcy, Quew'es like %Hese are puj( b him,
“how many houses _you propose to wisit? WHGW do _you come fﬂromg
w'ha’( Yime you will s%oqo in our place? how many olca’(hs %ch m{gh’(
be ot %71@ viquc? jjlen many a j(i‘mejamﬂ%on’s well—worn definition
of me%aﬁ]ys{cs said 1o have been given @ a farmer wi’(h his bland
flatness, is borne out 1o a lefer, and cveryone becomes an aujchow%a%iw
eaepoumlefr of m:_ys%ic and recondite divinations, In a few cases, wha’c
looks like a relevant answer will be obtained %110’{911 it may not hawve
a shadow of truth in it The meaning one should attach to such show
of wlwcmgy octs clear it we know the secret of how o pfrolonj the
somnﬂog,wsm of a dreamer by throwing oul “a sujjes%1on as jﬂli‘}/
’(echmca% say, or suitable ideas %o ﬁee up and oiwdo«p %he Train
of fom@ passing in ’(hvoujh dreamer’s fmincl, S{mﬂw@, ’(He 71191{@—
s%wnj imo:g{naj(ion of a Elisoerc?w@ mind, as %ha’( of ’fhe pa’({en%, could
be made Occasioncﬂly o run in 9(11@ desived groove @ wpea’(e& clever
gwsjcion{f@s,

(s %71@ pa’(ien% is_groaning under jche iM—starved roof, 1o %hc olismo:y
and clespaiy of His anxious velations, %ha 300& man of %710 House has
aiwac@ conwverted %71@ ’(cmqﬂc of Mari situated on j(he voadside, or
élsewhew in ’(110 w’cini’@, info a sceme of ’thc most pious devotion,

Th@ grucsome swew’j@ of %he _@oouess is a 3%@% deal enhcmcecl Ey
jﬂle cwmm‘inj exterior and jﬂle haun’(cfl look of ’fha %emﬁc and jﬂlc
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sullenness, may, the appalling mature of the ceremonies conducted
jﬂlcw, The ’(cfmpic is not a picce of claborate aﬂrchi%cc’(uw or cos’(@
masonry, but o simfple ’(ﬂe—voofeél ?miwinj, wi’(’hou’( even j(he outer
court or jfhe 1Mposing, “Bortico,” if we may use ’ﬂle expression, of
the ow&ina@ jin&u Bagoda, The dearth of any vegetation round the
%efmple, ’fhc orim colossal idol of 4%(:711' at ’Chc 3a%c—wo:y, ’fha altar of
ved brick—work in ’(he open in ffron’(, usuol@ Tawas%—?u’gh, %caﬁnj a
1@(9@, davk, ivon trident ’fhaj( has been bedaubed many a time wi’fh jfhe
blood of immolated goats and fowls, all these combine Yo create in the
fin&u's mind an awe whiéh rises in in%ensi@ wml %71@ in’censi@ of
devastation in ’fhe w’ﬂqge, ciuvinj 9(110 reign of ’Chc fen epiclemic, and
which assumes an almost supwﬁwsicd asp@c% to the guaﬂin\g devotee,
as 71@ sees %71@ soh"(o,@ ’(empie in ’Chc scovch{fnj ﬂwe of ’fhe cruel Indian
summer, (1 j('he expense of ’('he infec%eél house, %He ?ries% of %he
%emﬂe called Fugari or Fandaram, starlts a new rouline of devotional
acts, In 9(11@ morning, an claborate ﬁo’ﬂzma is made consis’cinﬁ of jﬂle
offering of flowers of diffevent hues and varied fragrance; camphor and
frankincense are burnt, whose fumes ﬁwnj ’thc %emfple—house wi’fh an
unutterable odour of scmcja'mov@ and divine grace, known sometimes o
translate the souls of volaries; and “holy ashes” serupulously prepared
@ complica%ecl processes of sicving and siﬁinﬁ are offered at ’(he fee’(
of 9(71@ 3¥ani%oid image, wml %71@ mum%’nj of incantations, The ashes
are brought to the house as a matutinal charm, and %hgy are smeaved
ovey %he fowheaci of ’(710 ﬂpa%{cn’( and sqow'nﬁcél into H{s mou’ﬂb in
order To stave of wirulence of ’Che conj(cgion 1o any bad degrec.

At noon, the ground adjoining the j(emvﬂe is cm’cﬁﬂ@ walered on
all sides @ spccicﬂ labourers emplgyecl for %hc purpose ’fha’( %he mind
of 9(710 §oﬂ&ess may grow “cool,” The idol also is fwguenﬂy Tm%%aél
in a misture of milk, hon@ and clavified butter, The waler of many
Tender coconuls is used at infervals as an intermediate ablution, Such
pwp{’tiajfory acts relieve ’(he mind of %’h@ inmales of %he housc, a 37@@%
deal, of %11@ panic of any fwrjfhev suffering or molestation from Jdri,
since %hgy, it s ’(houﬂh’c, will tend o lessen %710 burning sensation

4



and the itch, so incidental to the contagion, in the scorching and sultry
aﬂcwnoons which arc a spccicﬂ fm’(uw of 9(11@ Smanjoox season in
Sou%h India,

(s the day wanes, and nightfall commences, the round of cor—
emonics conducted in ’fhe morning is again wpm%eol at %he %e‘mzple,
and the “holy” offering of ashes is sent o the house as “Hhe precious
Gift” for the use of the patient. The routine of the “extraordinary”
j(amep%—scvvice will continue, so 10119 as ’fhe yus%ules 90 on ac%iwly
c{lwefloqoin‘g whm ﬂle pain is intense and smcwj(inj unbearable,

In bad i(ypcs of sfmoﬂpoee, through the in’(ansi@ of the invasion, and
%'hc multitude of pus%ulcs ’(71@9( yloz_qw ’fha sufferer, calaract in %hc oye 1s
%vouﬁh’( on now and again, and sometimes cven distortion of %he %oé}y,
%eninj upon ’(he 3ai% and j(hc erect pos’fuw, WHe% j(hc inmales enterlain
%hc fainj(cs% suspicion from @mqo%oms %ha% are olwo,c@ mcm{fcs%, j(ha%
such clcfovmi’m'cs méﬂfc occur, jchgy pray to ’(110 _@oow@ss j(ha% %hgy would
p«esanj( hw wijch volive offerings of mud oyes, mud 1@5 and so on,
should the deformities be averted Tt is such pwscvn%s, the resull of
vows, that caldy first and foremost the gaze of the beholder, as he is
brought face to face, for the first time, with any AMdriamman temple.
The accumulated mud—offerings of years, many of which in a rapid
state of ckcog, may be scen crowded %qge%ﬁeﬂr uncewmon{ous@ in fvon’(
of the ’(cmﬂc, not to mention the images of men and women of baked
mud, s’tcmounj as so many servitors of jﬂle ‘?ocwess in hi&eous array,

dnother vow Taken in given—up cases of Smallpox is o give "a
dance” in her honour, which is peculiow, and must be undertaken on@
?Zy a speciol st of Sudra men and women, who form yrofcssiomd
companics, and who could be enqucél for p@men’t, R s on@ &uvinj
jﬂle time of %710 annual fcsj(ivcﬂ of jfhe _@oﬁcless %ha% sucy a dance
wgh% to be celebrated, (s ’the dance is an institution ?%:iyinj a very
{fmpoﬂcm’( pcw% in jche social h'fc of cvery Sou%h Indian w'ncge, it
will not be out of 1o1acc here To give a brief account as to how it s
conducted, and what the nature and status of the performers are,

iﬂlc olcmcing companics are inerant and make a 11'4!1'719 @ under—
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’(aﬁifnj “dances” fow peoﬂe who haw taken dance—vows %o 9(11@ 903&55,

Aben and women, %gys and oirls, from among the low ranks of the
Sudra communi@ contribule 1o ’t'hm'fr number, and %he women %Ha%
_Join suéh companics are no%a%ly of low morals, Th@ combine wijﬂl
their dance a rude mode of oqowa——liﬁe acting, singing snalches of wild
ballads, 3@3@¢e1s, and %azam—@w’cs which are in %He ﬂmou’fh of cvery
Indian ?:eﬁgcw, street oq:gcm—ﬁrimlev, carl—driver, and j’u%ﬁa—wanah,
exuberant wijﬂl much of animal spfiwj{s, The inmales hawe ijooi’nj(ecl
in their vow a particular annual festival of The Toddess to fulfl their
promise, The annual fes’(iwﬂ runs fo as ﬂmuch as cven a mon’th in
some m'nozges, and a c?o:y out of i1, is Jlosen for making 3003 ’fhe vow,
The pw'es% of %ﬁc j(em«ple is given notice of j(he fac% on j(ha% ﬂay, s0
%ho,% he may arrange o take ’chc idol in procession round ’rhc streets
in %710 cvening and %rinj it %o 9(710 desived house at nigh’t, mcmwhﬂc,
%71@ managey of a zlancinj company spccic&ly sj(omoinj in ’fhe m’ﬂqge
on account of the festival scason is sent for, and on the Terms being
settled is asked To come wml 711'5 retinue and ’(71@ vcgw’sﬂe fwnishi@s

soon aﬂer 9(71@ idol wachcs jche house, whiéﬁ will 30%0%’@1@ be at 8 @
., Before %his, a 1@4:9@ shecl will hawve alwacly been evected in ffro"n%

of ’fhe house in view of jﬂle intended chp’a'on 1o 9(11@ §o§cless and %he
fo*rﬁlcommj dance in hw honow,

@t one end of %710 shecl, 9(11@ fuﬂy decked wooden image of ’ﬂle
§oouess, which is usuolly vwnishccl wml a ’Chicﬁ ved shi@ pain%, is
scated in ﬁwa’( pomsp aﬂcﬂr ’(he procession Has been gone ’(hvoujh, Al
%71@ fpaoﬁe of j(he street assemble ’rhew and epfros’(m%e j(hemsclves %afow
’(ha image and m:lulqc in every pious 305%1cu1a%1on Zﬂle dance whwﬁ
is mwma%@ conducted in ’(710 presence of %hc image is sumoosccl to
be wilnessed and am@e& b %71@ _@ocUess ‘unseen @ man, Thoujh
1 is usual to ‘be in ’fhe ﬂance as soon as %He idol freachczs ’(ha house,
3@%, if it is an em’@ hour, ’(h@ sometimes pu’( it off 11l 1 is as late
as ten or cleven & I, @3 ’chc Yime %He dance will comamence, all
%71@ paoﬂe in ’(hc street are waﬂg aﬁefr %‘11@1’4» supper fov jfhe coming
recreation, munching their betel—nmut, and assembling under the pawalaz
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‘W’I:H’L screams and hu\g‘lf(ev to wilness ’(he m’fews’anj peqﬂformmca
’Ihc c%u@ poqmﬂa’aon of Sudra menials wﬁh %hew stolid sons and
clau\gh’(ws who make up %He 3rea%ev yav’( of ’(he slqh’(—seevs on %he
occasion, grace 9(11@ assem%@ not o 1i#le,

Tha pi’{, ’che s’(qgc, and ’(hc firing room are all one and %710 same,
Th@ mud—covered floor under ’(he parncfaz aﬂomis enoujh room foy ’rhe
various func’(ions of j(he actors and spec%aj(oys, %%711'%3 is screened
off from vicw as %hcw is hmfcny any need foaf %hc actors 1o chan\ge
appafrd or ’(mppinjs, gach actor comes dressed once fov all in ’(aw&@
native costumes, pleasing to the crowd, with head—gcar and the rest
made of owb’na@ wood, coloured wvarnish, plas%w and tinsel. The
same m{g?ﬂ be said of %'hc actresses also who ywo?oamg pu’( more pain%
on ’thcw face ﬁ@ scene, may any situation is vmwowse& wﬁh ’(He
readiness and rustic svm?ohm’@ oj: ’(hc pyowﬂmﬂ fai@——ac%mﬁ in &
Aidsummer Vi 311% s Dream,”

Now, ’(ha sound of j(he weird bag Ppipe begins o voll on j(hc air
making a mewing music, while ’(716 sickening %hiwls on %71@ tabor
ﬁeep time and %he clamorous @fm%cﬂs jmjlc imesscm’(@, 6581'9 shauow—
bottomed c7za‘?‘?1'es fme& wm’t oil Lnoj( j(hc pejwo’[eum @ any means! ) are
fixed on tall pos’(s, Thick wicks Anotted and twisted, of the size of
one's Anuckles are immersed in ’fhc oil and 1{911%@&, ﬂese pwimﬂiw
htmfps which are piaccél two on cadh side of the “Boards” do clu@ for
3(710 cosjfly ajoepuwnc@s used in 9(71@ g@lish &ncinj—ﬁaﬂ

fter the preliminary flourish of “mewing” and “Hhudding,” an
actor appears on ’(he scene whom %he audience 1s ?vcsumecl 1o take fo*r
a ﬁi@ of %he oijoic ?ew'o& of 9(710 %Caha%ham%, fi’s gueen _Joins
him pfrescm’d s hefr face fr{cpph'nj wm‘l smiles, @Oﬂl sing songs and
crack joﬁes, @ Brime Minister and a Clown appear 139 and @a, Gl
jﬂlcsc mix %qf;cj(hev and oxhi bit 1o %71@ audience some pom’comimc, a few
a’(’(cfmjo%s at coarse wpw’cees, some sna’(éhes of libidinous love songs, a
few 3&1%%—1&@ acts, Thew is &eafeninj vocal music now and jfhen,
and o,fmjo’[e demonstration of pvovimicﬂ s’[om\g in hnjucyc and manners,

In fac% %hc ludicrous attitudes and 3cs%u¢es wh{ch actors and actresses
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pu% on, j(he olvouety %winﬁi%\g in j(heiv oye, j(he c1ownish nature of
their behaviour and olepoqf%‘men%, the tones, now drolling, now quroling
in which j(hgy carry on ’(Heiv conwversation, a?vounclif@ in fan’(as’(ic
guips and jokes, all ’(hese ‘b@\gmf &escviqo’tion, Thus ’fhc hows weay
on Hll it is almost Jag——%waﬁ, when the 101%; closes, the actors are
pa{cl @ %He 3003«71@% of ’rhc house, and jche _@ocwess, aﬁc&r 9(71@ inmates
ho,w taken leave of hefr in jfhe usual sj@le, @ %wm@ camvphor and
frankincense and “offering” belel—nul, repairs to her Temple—home on
jﬂle shouwws of %he men who are cqopoin’(ecl 1o carry her.

The above description will give a fair idea of the so—called “dance—
vows” for Jari Amman, Taken @ ’the inmates of ’che house, when
%71@; have reason 1o clesqoaifr of ’chc b'fe of ’Che pa’ﬂ'm’t from any
alarming s:yvmp%ovms, But one of the most pfomimn’t of the rites that
is underlaken in %he house during %he ya%iefnj(’s agonics, as the wvesicles

are a&vaminj in cbwlopmen’( is ’fhc cos’(@ clispensif@ of rice 3we1 o
%71@ Sudra menials in %71@ w’ﬂo:ge,

G laroe g/uanja”@ of rice, cven as many as four or fve markals
at tmes, mixed with djol, picces of tender coconut kermel, salt and
abundant water is boiled down %o a very Ugui& sort of savoury Kangi
and distribuled to numerous Sudra zpeople inclu&inj _young Jlfiwwn,
on suH@ noons, JThis treal is wqoea’(aol cvery second or %hiwl c?a:y
11l %he pusjaﬂcs “Dlacken,” shwiv& and Tend 1o sioujh, The wcﬂoicn%s
swallow ’(he 3wcl wi’(’h keen zest, solici’(inj Ioucn% as ’c’h@ do so,
The gracious company of the sweet—Coddess,” 7. ¢, an invasion of
smaupoee that would be mild and not painﬁﬂ, The Xangi being a oift
clisqoenseél 1o honow %71@ presence of %he goélcless, it is suqo«poseél %Ha’r
jC’hose who pm”(aﬁe of it will suwb haw an afack of POX, bul never
of a fatal or dangerous mature as ’fhgy vo’lun%cwily imepiow her "o
st her seal” on %Hcm, Thouoh jfhe distri bution of Kanji is belicved
to be a means of pacifyinj NMari, %He &afen{nﬂ noise %hc mendals
make as %Hgy crowd at 9(110 street—door 1o pcw%aﬁe of ’(ha distri bution
never fails Yo annoy a good deal the woeful suffever within, So much

50, %ha’( clw{f@ %he pwfovmomcc of ’fha favy'{—‘iispcns{nj ceremony,
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’(he pa’(ien% oﬁenjtimes imagines i were better ha was 1eﬁ alone ’chcm
subjected 1o jﬂle inflection of such howid 3@“5 from jdl@ pcoﬁe at %71@
iwij(a%inj micl—&ag,

The restrictions observed in *re\gcml to jﬂle admission of peo«p’[e
into %he infec’(ecl house arc varied and must be close@ looked into.
gn%husiasj(s possesseél of “Indo—mania” may ’c@ 1o read %he inculcation
of %71@ best fpvinciﬂcs of %710 most wmmfoveol modern bﬂgiene under %Hose
restrictions, Bul one who studies j(he fac’(s wi%h Jispassiona%e j’ucilgmcn%
and unbiassed veason, will best be able o ju%gc whe’(ﬁw 7&9{@%@ any
more %hen s’feps o stave off fw’(hw Progress of ’Chc conj(qgion, is
cvey con’femjofla’(ecl under %he mask of such %{me—honowe& iqy'um’(ions,
Now, what arve the actual restrictions oblaining under the infected
roof;z e pure virgin, a wife, jfha’( did not enler into sexual relations
wi’ch hefr hus?acmcl %he previous ”'”:911%/ a %ach010¥ of unsullied movals, a
married man that “Anew” not his bride within the yasjt 12 hours, and
all widowers and widows of no loose cho,mc’(cﬂr m@h’( 90 into %he sick
room and visit ’Chc pa%ien’(, One %ha’t Has hacl a recent shaw or an
“oil-bath,” a maiden or woman using scenled cosmelics or “painted
with saffron” will mever be allowed o reach the bedside of the pa’(icn%/,
not one who Hacl _jus% returned fvom any outstation, Even pcwcn%s are
nevey pcfrmi%’(eci 1o see ’theifr chﬂcl shouw %hgy chcmce 1o come ffrom any
outside place, howewver much %71@ may cm%iously _yearn, The son will
pw?}oﬂa@ haw taken Pox whﬂs’( 5%010701'719 in a town whi’ﬂlm’ 710 may
ho,w been sent on some purpose @ 711'5 pawn’{s, and j(hgy will ho,w
come ffrom ’fhm’« ho«me in 3¢ea% ﬂw@ on an m:gcfn’( message, ex’fwmely
cager To sce ’ﬂlciy c‘laﬂi@; 3@’( %hgy could never be allowed en’f@ into jﬂle
'housc, {mme&ia’w@ aﬁev ’fhm’v arvival, Th@ oujh% 1o sj(op elscwhew
in 9(110 Town for a Jaﬂ or two, and aﬂafr a suﬁc{cfn% 1cupse of time,
ranging f«rom 2 %0 5 c?a:ys accO%’éli%j 1o circumstances may 3@% admission
into %hc infcc’cccl housc, The inmates shouw be fwe fﬂrom all ideas of
“wedded-life” U1 the Goddess “goes out of the house; if they are mot,
%71@; would gw"( jfhe house cfpcqga%hm The en’(@ or retendion of peo«p%
happening 1o be of different description from the abowve, is sure, it is
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%Houjh%, o kindle %71@ rage of %71@ imperious and suI@ cIivini’Ey; as a
conseguence, the pa%iefn’c might suffer evnownous@ from the pangs of
j(he discasc, if ’(He §ocwess in HM anger is so forgiving as not to make
away wijﬂl hifm, Tha molfovmaj(ions and 9(11@ élcfwmi’fies incidental 1o
pa%im’(s cmerging out of a bad attack such as blindness, lameness and
o’fhcv c’l{sﬁ\guﬂr{nj distortions and cven occasional ﬂpcwa@sis are no’(hinj
clse %han punishmen’(s inflicted sz Aari for v{ola%i@ hev dictates,
@30,{%, wi’(hin ’Che housc i’(s&f no ’(asjtcful toilet or 9y decoration
is fpevmij(’wcl Thaw shouw not be any loud outburst of 1@4{911%@4”, nay,
any indication of merriment, and cw@%hinj ought 1o be grave—looking
wi%hou’f cven a shaélow of Tgh%—hecw%cclmss, TH@ are mot 1o how a
sump%uous %cmgue% invi%inj friends and velations, and arc fwrj(hw
sj(fricny pfrdh’[ bited fﬁ’om preparing any clish i%vo1vi%3 f@{nﬁ, The use
of sesamum o coconut—oil for aﬂifna@ purposes is discountenanced,
not to mention ils serwice clwinj %aj(h or toilet, Bu in ’(hm'v stead,
castor—oil or 371% can be used wml pevfac% immuni@, Jf %71@ epaj(ienj(
was married, his bride, should %w”( the house and live away from it
1 "the Coddess Teft the house.” dny slight infringement from These
rules may resull in somejﬂl{nj clismally injurious %o %Hc sufferer,

Jradition Has it ’(ha% ’(71@ smaﬂpox pa%ienj( shouw on no account be
allowed Yo travel, for o7l/éa7zarmcgz' will 1i#le brook any default on %71@
ponf% of her consc*ri«p’( in j(ha’( direction, (And mention must also be
made of ’(he wiolcsywa& %eliejc 3(71@% ’(hew could be no worse crime under
jfhe Sun, fpujcj(inj an affront upon 9(11@ §oowess’ higisla%ion, j(Hom ’(He
pa’a’m’(ls shiﬂinﬁ to his bride’s house. The fa%e of ’(he sufferver will j(hm
be almost sealed, and %hc virulence and m@ni’(u&c of ’(710 aHack will
pass concep’(ion, But, accowlinﬂ to some 111911 pw’es’ts of clemonoh%@,
who mz\ghj( ouldo jesuij(s in casuisj(ty and haiy—sp1i%j(in3 e%ﬂcma%ions
jﬂle ﬂ@wc of ?cfnc&j@ will Tesson w{%’h individual circumstances of
extenualion, Thus, diffevences are con’(cmqo1a%cél between j(710 pa’(iefn%
who wqoaiwci 1o ’(ha residence of his spouse of his own frec will,
and jche pa%im’( who was removed 1o His bride’s house wi’(houj( 111'5
consciousness or will, ?39 his friends or relations, between %71@ sufferer
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wHo was j(aw:yinj at 711'5 fa’(ﬁw—in—law's—vesi&enca when casuolly
overtaken @ the discase, and the sufferer who reached his father—in—
law’s house aﬁcv ’t'hc gympjcoms were once pa’(on’( upon H{s Toocly,

We may presume for ’fhe sake of our wesen’( account 9(71@% j(he
pa’den’( has not %mns\_qwssecl any of ’(ha wcq_gfnisecl enactments of ¢ Mari,
Gt jthe poin% we haw now wachcél, ’(he s%ozgc of unconscious raving will
cw%ainly Haw fpasseél away, Th@ s%ctge ’(haj( succeeds i1 is far worse,
Consciousness has become %Howoujh@ vestored on@ to make him clou?f@
alive %o ’Chc inﬂwmmo.’foty pain all over his %Oc@, (s Has been alveac@
poin’(@& oul, he cannot vest easily in any pos’twe, Even ’fhe calls of
nature can mever be attended 1o wijthou’f %ha assistance of some%o@,
The mialn{_qh% hours become ’(ha most painﬁﬂ and olwa@, The company
of velations and friends which was fpwhaps, in a measure, a source
of diversion clm”inj jfha élo:y is refused 1o Him ’(hen, Thus, %he solitude
of the midnioht added on to his natural s1eeqo1@ssness, harrows him,
giving hiﬂm wmplc lefsure 1o fume over his mordant pain, In a few
clo:ys, %71@ pain lessens, amlouﬁh, an uneeepecjce& sensation of unbearable
1"(511 is ushew& in s%ejo 119 sj(ejo %He remedics usual@ emplgye& to au@
it hawe olwaa@ been dwelt upon at suﬁcienj( 10%3%11, Suﬁce it 1o say
hew, %ha’( w'hcfn %He ij(ch is at its climax, a 5%0:90 from whicfh %he
smaﬁpox sufferer can wasona?ﬂy look forward 1o certain recovery, he
loses control over himself, and scralches his %oc}y, cswcia’[@ the face
50 haaﬁi@, %ha’( no’(hinj shoy’t of Mce&if@ hajopcns in many instances,
The ﬁ’(’(injs which arc so conspicuous a fea’(uw in smanpox stricken
pwple are duc 1o j(he inordinate scm’(chin\g under suéh j(afmp’a'nj Odds.
But as a mechom{col pyewnja'w otqairns% %710 olisﬁ\_qwinﬂ mischief of jﬂle
fingers %71@ pa’c{cn’c’s Hcmcls are now and ’(hen mujﬂcél wml pacis of
rags. In jche face of such pwcau’w'ons, it is not uncommon %o find
paj(ie%’(s emer9ing out of %He aHack, woefuily ?ocﬁpij(j(m, c@jain, on
those ?us%uies that have been scratched to a bad clcjoj(h, and which
méﬂﬁ turn out %ch?zy fwsh seals of inflammation and irritation, it

is usual 1o ajo«ply as a medicament tender neem leaves %frctye& boa pu1p,

ZBu’f, whe%’hw %711'5 fmcj(hocl of ’(ﬁ’ca’({nj 1s ai’(qge’fhw fwc fﬁrom ob’ec’don

21



accovél{nj to %he dhmlin\g art of ’Che West, ’(111'5 is not jfha <p1ace for
us to discuss, (ds the belief gocs, no better doctoring could be devised
under ’(he circumstances to assist ’t'hc pa’(iefnj( Iooﬁinj to %he fac’( %Hajf
he is, for all intends and purposes, m%ifrely at %He mercy of Mari,
By clggwcs, %he fee{h'fn‘g of i’téh 3@%5 move and more tolerable, and
the pa’(ienj(’s aqope’fij(e, which was hitherto at a low cbb, imeproves
faiﬂy, The fa% vesicles haw in ’(he meantime shwnﬁ in size and
arc al mnext door 1o “wi’(herif@," The pa’({en’t is also able To divert
himsc1f @ conwversation wi’fh 111'5 visitor and %hinﬁs %ha% aﬂw all h'fe
is wow’ﬂl 11'4!1’713, Such signs Tead His relations 1o conclude ’(Haj( jﬂle
time has come when ’rh@ m{ﬂfc ’(hinﬁ of %hc necessary ?os%—ch'nicol
“?aa’fh,” @l the old matrons in the streel are spccfiol@ invited %o
pronounce jfheiqf opinion whe’(ha« j(he sufferer is fit for %71@ “%a%h" or
it should be pu% off Hll after some Yime If ’(hgy should concur in
%e’h’win\g ’{ha’( ’che clciy has come, a Jay for j(he "%ajfh" is ap«poin%ecl,
and a ’Chanﬁggivinj prayer is oﬁawd Yo Mars seeﬁinj su%fmissiw@ hav

leave for the intended “bath,”

We must note, in passing, that the ﬂ&mﬂ——sqomﬁinﬂ vpeoﬂc of
Sou%heﬂrn India recognise warious @pes of smaﬂpox, cliﬁcwn’(ia%{nj
%Hem Ey %he duration of ’(hc invasion, 9(110 aculencss of 9(110 suffering,
and the shajoe and the number of the pus%uias, One form is Rnown
in Jamil as “Banai—Ueri” (Balm—climber), another, “anal-Vars"
(Scmcl—hmpcv), and so on, The former is so clesfgna%ecl from ’(he
circumstance that the epus’mﬂes first clwdoy from the foot up, then
shrivel from the head down, again fatten from the foot forwards, and
SO oM in succession, Th’[s ﬂw’fﬁm{c rising and foﬂinj in jrhe size of
jfhe vesicles from toe 1o ’Coqo’ and wvice versa, haw pfro%a%@ sujjes%eél
1o jfhe yeoqole’s mind %71@ idea of %71@ Balm—climber” or 9(11@ pvowﬂoic&
j(oﬁc@—clmww or 57chmin, A similar eaqﬂoma’don would amo@ 1o
%'hc NManal—vari @pe, In %his case, %hc pus%ulcs are compam’a’w@
small, but very mumerous, so much so, the collection resembles a heaqo
of large grains of sand dashed on the %oa@, Other @pes are not
womja'fnj in whiéh 9(71@ vesicles are o,wox@ecl in jdl@ form of a bunch of
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grapes or run into one another so as 1o become large—sized pus%ulas
cﬁnc?,osinj eNOYMous puwicn% matler, These arve known to %oj(hjimlus
and gwroqoeoms, who haw devised names for ’(Hem in confowmi@ wi’(’h
jfhe genius of ’ﬂleifr wsqoec’a'w 1anjuq9es, For instance, %71@ meaning of
jﬂle omoosij(e gnﬁish word é’ooyerose as app’h’ec‘l Toa @pe of smaﬂepox
will be ya’wn’c 1o cvery wen—{nfoquccl student of 9(71@ ’Conjw,

Mo doubt, ’(hc main cvend paving ’(710 way for jche epa’(icn’('s posj(—
clinical “bath” is the shrinking of the pustules from head to fool. Tn
fac’f, cven if 9(71@ shq*inﬁin\g shoum Haw pvowec&él on@ so far down as
the chest, the pcoﬁc arc satisfied and are not afraid of voting for the
patient's “bath” (s the “balh” is peculiar in many ways, we must
Uﬂnjw a whﬂe hew fo make out 9(‘he inj(ews%inj feaj(uws under %111'5
item,

By the day of the “bath,” our patient will have hardly attained
to ’(ha’c Tewel of heol’(h which could impm”( to him s’wcnj{h suﬁcim’(
to move aboul or whiéﬁ could enable him 1o sit on 111'5 ho,ms, e is
lifted %o&i@, %hewfow, sz his nursing relations and \90%9(@ eplaceci in
the “court—yard” where his bathing usually takes place. One or two
members 1101& him ina sgua’c’(inj aBitude, whan %71@ 3@1{9%%%1@ warm
water is drizzling on his head. The water That is thus used should have
been moclem’(cly heated with 701@%’@ of neem leaves and choppccl slices
of saffron. Some grains of omam (cown’(@—wov’c) are also pwnﬂd
and ’( into i, Thus, when it is in a 1 condition %o be used for the
%a%h, it will be a sort of weak decoction of neem leaves and saffrom,
flavoured also with omam. This bathing lotion, if we may so shyle
i, is believed To be pwﬂpcwccl from a speciol recipe given @ i,
in Hefr overflowing mercy for hcfr ww’(checl chilélven on ecwjﬂl, R s
guij(e fpw%aMa j(ha’( %ha ?aa%h has also some wn%isezp%ic 704’010@«3({@5, Nine
or Ten average sized pi%chws of the water, so cm’cfd@ prcpcwcol, are
30%’(@ pouwcl on ’(110 %oc@ of %hc pa’(icn%, ’(he wi’(hew& pus’(ules %einj
soﬂ@ rubbed in 9(11@ mmnwhﬂe wml a tender %unéh of neem leaves
@ a specia1 woman ’fha’( atends 1o %710 work, Gt %71@ close of %71@
%a’ﬂl his %Oc@ is cau’(ious@ wipccl from haa‘l to foo’( @ means of soﬂ,
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%hwa&—%aw rags, cushion—b’ﬁe 1o %ouch ?gy women who ave swpposecl
to be skilled in jﬂla business, Thc moisture on %he %Oc@ is %hus taken
away wi’(h hm&@ any trouble 1o jdl"' ?a’m'cfn’(, who is, nest, Taken fo a
roomy spo% in ’che house and Ieﬂ to recline at fuu Tenj%h, :5@ is jﬂlen
sumﬂie& wiﬂl meal pwpcwecl in strict accordance wi’ﬂl ’(He rules of
regimen prescri bed for ’Chc ﬂpwsen’c s’(ozge, about which we shall have

occasion 1o sqoeo,ﬁ presen’(@,

The next bath comes off after the %qosc of three or four Jags, T
is different from %hc pwccczlin\g in ’(ha% oil is introduced in it as an
emollient appiica’(ion for 9(11@ first Yime aﬂev 9(110 aHack of smaﬂfpox,
The fact s well &nown ’fha’c in ovclinmfy instances of ’Cha so—called
“oil-bath,” the native of the Tamil districts vubs himself, o begin
wi%h, wml a la@e gum’c{j@ of scsamum oil, and washes hifmsclf,
aﬂerwmols, %obm%@ clean of %he anointment ?39 a_judicious use of ’(He
“oil cake” of Bassia lonsifollia or of the ovound legumes of deacia
concinna, @mloujh j(he second %a%h in gues’cion m@h%, for cow’ccgy's
sake, be ﬂes@na’(ecl an "01'1—?:aj(71, " we shouw not foﬂ to notice ’(ha’( %he
usual sesamum oil will never be em*p1gycél in i, as being pfrohi bited
@ Mari's dictates, Castor—oil is %hewfow substituted in j(he 1o1ace
of ’fha o*rclina@ Hm’v wo.sh, jus% as in %He case of %He first Taa’(h,
’(71@ pa%ien’t is Hew n a sguajc’(inj 10051'9(1'0% ?3&}; a famc&c member of
%710 family, whﬂe a sccond person 3@%%@ wpﬂies castor—oil 1o 111'5
head, the locks on which have become %acl@ matted through neolect of
clwssmj clurinj jﬂle discasc, The ?Joc@ also is bedaubed profuse@ wml
%71@ oil, ZBfrciyect 297’72@5@021‘5 MUNYO 15 %hafn cau%iously rubbed, wi’fh a
300&@ gucmj(i@ of %epicl water, on his head and ?aoc:ly, in order 1o
remowve %he oil, Lukewarm waler is next 1oowcc1 on him as a %a’(h, A
soﬂ tattered towel is ?Jfrouﬁf( in, whewwi’(h ’Chc last cIfVOpS of waler
:H’La% mtjh% remain on 711'5 %ooly ave remowed, his diet awails him wijdl
scwpqﬂ,ous ?uncj(uol{@ ’(ha moment he is out of ’(his claborate %a’(h{nj,
and, aﬁw his Towaﬁfasj( is ower, he is Ieﬁ to lic down and 510010, The
castor—oil ‘wasﬁh’ is «czpea’te& once in cvery %Hwe or four Jajs, Hll, Ey
degrees, the rules slacken, and the usual sesamum oil is used without
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objection, even before Tari is taken leave of.”

& word or two is ch necessary about ’fhe pa%im’(’s cliej(a@ chving
jﬂla yew'ocl covered @ ’(hcse wlf_qio—mc&iad %a’ﬂls, Being considered o
be affected m%‘h a was’tinj discase, 'hc is fed wi’(h very nudritious food.
Curds and j7zee are given in hw'sh abundance, @71{1@ is invm’ia%@
avoided, (ds a substitute for this ordinary curry—stuff of the hindu
5ooﬁm:% pepper is used in 9(71@ pwpam%ions meant for %71@ epa’(icn’('s
consumjojw'on, Neals are given 1o h{m many times a 3@3 o make up,
as it were, for his lost strength and vigour, The recovering patient
is also, 1o be truc o facts, a ravenous cater. Gnd he digests well at
%'hc same time, %einj posscssc&l aﬁw ’t'hc aHack of a ﬁoocl and un%ivifnj
s%omach, We must remember again ’cha% when %he Ofrclinm:y sesamuan
oil is begun to be used as a hair—wash, the cating of cold rice in
%hc ecw@ morning, mixed wi’ﬁl a large guom%i@ of creamy curds, is
recommended, nay, enforced in jﬂle case of 3(710 fpa’w'cn’(, But he on@
haﬂs at %71@ idea, For, ’fhe dict is move %hcm epa1a%a%1e to him, and
he enjoys it wi%h no inconsidevable zest Such is ’(h@ supreme and
enwiable gucdii(y of j(710 ajopc’cij(c %hc discase blesses hifm wi’db for some
time ot any rate aﬂw its exXpiTYy, R is gw'%e a common j(hinj fo find
people after an altack of smanzpox, growing much bulkicr and fatler,
bulkier and fa’f%w indeed ’fhom wha% j(hgy were like, before %11@ atach,

The people in the house will not pith upon a time “to give the
§oﬁ3@ss leave” so soon as %'hc paj(ien% would w{sh for, for more %Hcm
one reasomn, Q,Uhcn once he has picﬁccl up suﬁcienjc s’twnj% to walk
about, he is na’(um@y desivous 1o go out of the house, and to mix
w{%h peoﬁe in %71@ street, from whom he has been cul of for so
Ionj a time, The domestic immurement is loo much for him But
under hardly any circumstances will e be permitted to get away, if
the Goddess has not been ch’ous@ Faken leave of," For another
thing, the Goddess should mot be sent out, unless she had shown %o
’(71@ inmales a wiwnjmss to velive o hm’ home or to roam dsewhew,
Theve might be, for instance, other members of the fwmily under
’rhc infcc’(c«l roof, wi’(hou’c any visitation, and, ’(hus, in an%ic{pa%{on
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of fw’(hw atlacks on sucﬁ of %He‘m, j(he inmales wail for a faiqﬂ@
long Ww'ocl, ranging usucﬂ@ from 20 to z0 ﬂays, after the comﬁe%c
recovery of ’(he pa’dcfn’{, before ’Chinﬁifnj of “sen&if@ her homc," A s
supeposccl jﬂp’t %hc ten ﬂajs fp«eceélinj and succeccflin\g jche New NMoon
are the most favourable, or, rather, Uﬁe@ cTo.:ys for a ‘fresh sepow’(l
of hers, with any others, in the ?a%wn’c’s house. The inmates Take
care, therefore, 1o p«o’long ’the interim, between the recovery of the
pa’cw"nj{ and the ceremony of | sending her Home, as much as possi ble,
lest otherwise %71@ should incur the severe &1sp1msuw of the sw1

_@ocwess, cn&iny, pmfhajos, in ’fhc w'holcsolc élm’(’h of %He entive jcamily,
The pomﬂm’ Taelief is very s’tfronj on %111'5 poin’t, and cvery endeavour
will, as a conseguence, be unﬂimﬁinj@ made, to give the gocwass full
opportunity To play herself out” with such inmates of the house as
she has cither failed, or did not find time hitherlo to “sport with,’
This Ytivesome interim, %71@ u%fovjcunaj(e epaj(iefnjc will haw to count as
an age, since strict walch will be maintained over him %o sce that he
does mot stir a@whave %@oncl the four walls of the house. In a word,
he will never be pevmi’f’(@& 1o sj(cp outside %He %hwshow of his house
under any con%injengy whatever, for fear of fretting the Goddess by
making a public exhibition of her “robe of pearls,” which she, in her
extreme grace, has scen it £t %o deck him with” The public ought not
to gaze upon him when he has not ye% doffed her cos’@ and handsome
“robe of pearls” given To him by Tari for a short wear, and that,
in pw’va%e, WHM ’(He ?us%uics haw sloujhccl and shmnﬁ in, and ’(he
scabs have pawcl off, when no%hi@ but black circular marks dots %he
body of the patient, as the outcome of the attack, lari may be said
to have taken off her “robe” and mot HIl then. We may well-nigh
call, jfhechow, %he above interim as one of real incarceration for our

Poor pa’(im%, 790%71 meml@ and me’(aphwica’lly,
On j(he 3@3 of giving ’(’he gocwess _ﬁm& leave "o 90 out to roam

aﬂw her own sweel will,” a ﬁraﬂ& fcas’( is oa:qomisecl in hav name
1o whiéh velatives and friends are invited, @n old widow is Sfpecia%

“hiﬁrc&” to clischm:ga j(’hc oNerous clui(y oj: impwsona’tinﬁ Mari on j(ha%
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Jay, in connection wi’(h some cevemonies in which her ufa.mc:jcfion” plcgys
a paramount part. Being thouoht o be the wiccgerent of Mari for
j(he time, she is w%ues’wcl 1o par’(aﬁc of ’Che sump’(uous feas’( before
ojfhefrs, as a mark of honour and ws:pec’(. WHa%evef ’(Ha widow docs,
is belicved To be {nspiw& @ Mari ‘hwseflf, &ﬁw her meal is over,
she is pwscn’(eél wi%h a lot of cakes pwqoo.wél for %71@ occasion, fw{’(s
and o’fhefr edibles, not To mention a few silver coins, all of which she
takes in a Ionj picce of c1ojr71, and ties it round her ?3@1@, fowinj in
one of her hands a large bunch of neem leaves, and in the other, some
“sacred ashes” taken from the allar of Tdri maintained in the house,
and rearing hevself to her fuﬂ he{gh%, 571@ o,pepfroaches jﬂle pa’ﬂ'm%, who
is wac}y for the ceremony after the “farewell %aj(h" in the mornino,
and blesses him @ waﬂinj ’fha bunch over his head ’(hwc times, and
?Zy w%mj j(he ashes on 111'5 fowhcafl, Thcm, wi%ﬁoujf u’(’wvi@ a word,
and wml jﬂle %unch of neem leaves and ’fhe sacved ashes hew s%eaélily
in her hands, she sucuen@ rushes out of the house and proceeds in a
sou’chwly divection “al j(he pace of a running bullock.” The rule is ’cha%
she shouw not allow heersdf to be seen in %his state @ angone in ’fhe
street; and fo« %711'5 reason s'he &ashes back to hw housc in 3¥ca% ﬂumfy
and dresses stclf ancw in her usual way, Such a widow oﬁcia’({nﬁ
at %He Teave ’(aﬁi@ ceremony of AMdri” is mot easily procummc,
it %einj a pvava1en’( idea ’(Ha% only %71@ casj(—cuwctys among ‘ZBlemin
widows are £t to discharge the “fiendish duly.” Be it remarked in this
connection %ho,% %710 widow s'houu cal on@ in %ha% room whewin ’(he
ﬁoﬁ&ess ho,s been invoked and wovshippeél, since ’the date of hw advent
in ’Che housa,

Jowards %710 cvening of %Ha’( ﬂo:y, %710 ojfwinj—con%cn’(s of ’(710 room
are all scmpu’lously collected: %110 “catable” pow’w’on of whiéh %einj pro—
sented to the Sudra menials waij(inj for the _@oc‘uess’ last “lmm'nsgs,"
and ’(he remaining debris, comprising amonjs% %he vest hcaps of neem
leaves, %cinj ’Chﬂrown away carcful@ in a far—off tank, From %Ha% c?aﬁ

onward, %11@ inmales resume %hciv “usual” customs and social pyacj(icas

which, W1l then, %hgy had 1o hold in a%gyomce, to suit themselves 1o
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new needs,

ﬁmloujh the Coddess might thus be fozrmany sent out of the house,
jﬂla recovering pa’fienj( would hwoﬂy be allowed for six more mon’ﬂls
to 90 out fwe@ or attend 1o 711'5 avocations, The oaze of a 1@(9@
body of pe0p1e should, by all means, be shunned, @fpaﬂr’( from the
pvovoaa’ﬂ'on of the _@Ocuess, there is the blighting influence of “ewil
gyc" to wh{ch 71@ will become subject, shouw he unsusjoec’({nﬁ@ minﬂc
wi’(h 711'5 ne{gh?aowrs or ojfhefrs n ’(he w'nqge, “Ewil gye," %710 Taclief
runs, if cast upon the Toooly of a man recovering from smanfpox or
its after—effects, would bring on a repetition of the attack, ending in
%'hc UNCrYing mov%a1i’£y of %hc individual, 27711'5 Yeveyrsion is ’(cchnical@
called in Jamil paﬂance, marukoor, meaning “next pum’cuw,”

The s’(oge of ’Che after—effects of smaﬂpox m{gh’( o,ppfrowia’(ely
detain us now. The velatives of the ya’a’m’( tend him with the utmost
care clm*i%j jﬂle s1% mon%hs fonowinj ’(ha fowmol “semlinj awciy” of
j(he _§ocucss, Nbention has olwac@ been made of ’(he ising amoe’c{%e
of ’(hc pa%im%, and %71@ commensurate clﬂ{gcmce wi’(h which %he inmates
look after him in the matter of his diel, which s wh’_gious@ constant
in guoli@ all ’(710 time, The meals ave w’ch and nowrisih{n‘g and wqoea%eél
in many cases cven as often as six times a Jaﬂ, The scabs pare of
in great mumbers from the scat of the élyin\g pus’(uTes, and fall on
the floor, furnishing a rich feast 1o ants which crowd round the place
aHracted @ ’che smell, More oﬁen j(hcm not, ’(hc ?a%ienj( himself is
found busy peeh’n\g away the scabs, cven before ’(71@; are veady to fall
of of their own accord, as, presumably, this Rind of occupation is
delfgh%ful to h{fm, If %Hc aHack was yrea% or wiolent, %hew also occurs
clo:y aﬂcr Jag an cpiclefrmol ecc@sis; s0 much s0, ’(hc skin of jfhe %oé}y
incluclinj 5(71@’( of %71@ <pa1m and j(hc sole, becomes e%cassiw@ tender,
and over—sensitive 1o heat and cold, (s a conscguence, walking in
%'hc open wi’(H unp*ro’tec%ecl fec% will be no’ﬂp’nj sho*rjc of a fea’f, be it
on w\g\geﬁ 3%’01&%& in %71@ shac%, or on soﬁ and humi& em’jﬂl in ’(he
sun, 7\/&3, very often, shoes, if made of or&ina@ leather, would scem
homl and pimh{nj for jdl@ sole. Under such civeumstances, ’fha pa’(ien%
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will not for a moment ’ﬂp’ﬂnﬁ of %aﬁinj a walk, %710@71 it be on@
for a brief distance, nor of handling cm@e’cicol@ any hea@ tool or

{mp1emcn%, mle most j(ejm'cl substance has an caeo:igem’fecl haa’( for 111'5
pa’lm Bearing in mind %his sinjulcw ciefec’(, %He inmates of ’chcz House
sce That the food he cals is served o him, clep1c’(e of all warmth,

N is not at all surprising jﬂlewfow ﬂlaj( %ha finélus shouw haw
made it a ?oiﬂn’( not 1o allow 9(71@ ?a%icn% 1o {ncluljc chc:ly wcﬂﬁ{nj, nor
give h{m any work mv&w@ X POSUTC to %he sun, he is sco:rce@ asked
1o do a@%’hin\g clse, save 1o sit gm’ej{, and cal nourishing food as many
times a ﬂay as his gys’(cfm reguires, e is also recommended %o have a
cold ﬁu@inj ?m%h cvery Morning, on %hc yrouml ’(ha% it 'ho.s cooh'@,
Tonic pfroqocfrj(ies, and %haj( ha also could better endure cold %Hcm hea’(,
&uyinﬁ 111'5 severe ‘moupcinjl s%ctge, Th@ s«pecic& rules jfhaj( frejula’(e %71@
cicu'@ life of the pa’ﬂ'en’c for these six months, enjoining strict inaction
and inordinate fa’(’teni@, ?aesqoeafi li %emng jﬂle &rca&fu1 idea finolus
haw formed, time out of mind, of %71@ was%inj nature of smaﬂpox
(s ’fhe Jamil yeoﬁe say, consi&winﬂ no doubt %hc scwjmﬂous atention
1o his w’ch convenience, wi’fh whiéh %710 smo.njoox pa’fienjc is looked aﬁw
during the after—cflects, "It is indeed an enviable thing to be a solvent
pa%ie%% Ojc AMayi!”

The Tamils have long ago invented a method of “propagation by
cu%’(inﬂ" for inclucinj ’ﬂle epiclemic in persons who hawe not hacl an
aHack. ?ﬂlc ?awél scabs of ’thc recovering pa’(ien% are, somelimes,
Treasured up oa shwcl @ interested persons, whiéh, aﬁev %einj fpu’c
into a cup of water, are cmjoj(iecl into the mouth of those that need
a wisitation; or, %71@ rancid ropy mater from ’rhc «pus%ulcs ’cha% h‘wc
been m’(hev late in hecfh’@, is mixed wml milk and sugar, and given
as a beverage, But very fw;ucnj@ the matter is also introduced
straightway into soves which one may chance o have on the body, In
all suc'h cases, i1 1s said, ’(he aHack will be less violend, for, ’fha man,
who is %he subject of ’ﬂle e%epefrimen%, has ’Chcw?zy shown Himscﬂf 1o be
solicitous 1o serve under ari for a Yime, This vo1un’(m:y me%hoél of
inviting Jdri is supposed to be highly propitious o her, and she, in
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vehurn, would, in a Icwje measure, slacken %710 demand of Hospi%a1ijrias

fﬂrom hw “hosjf,"
Tha 3enc¢a1 ?)elief in j('he gou’chwn districts of 3(711'5 @res{ékn@

regarding jfhe duration of ’(he after—effects of %he ezpickmic, s j(ha%
1 will take ’fhe pa’(ien’f not less %Han a year fo’om ’fhe date oj: ’C’he
aHack, 1o recoup 711'5 lost ‘hml%h and sj(wnj%h, and in exccjo’c{oncd cases,
cven more. I is also a pfrwolen’c notion 9(110,’( wml %hc recovery of a
man from smaﬁpox, any o’ﬂlm’ discase ’fhaj( frmjh% hawve been alwo.cl;y
aﬁ{{c%‘f%j him/, would vmish, @n atlack of smo,njoox is j(dhus said %o
be a most wonﬁmfd puw’ﬁer of %he Humcm fmme,

@fi’n&u who has lost a dear Rinsman of 111'5/. as %110 victim of ’rhe
con’(o:f;ion, oujh% not 1o inclul_gc in loud outbursis of weeping, lest he,
@ 0 cloinj shoulél irritate %he pugnacious &ivim@ into spwaclinj hev
ravages stll more among his relations, On 9(110 o%hefr homclj he m{gh’(
“dance” with joy and merriment, at all acts of the Goddess, no matter
whe’(hev %Hgy are v@jﬁ or wrona.

@1’(7101{971 jche fac’( is ?agyoncl all recasonable contention ’(ho,% %he
conj(ctgion has been epictguinj India from times lost to memory, jfhe
de—hmﬁd Dravidian is not Hred of j(cﬂinﬁ ’(’he world %ha’( %He discasc
?ocjom in India on@ wi’(h ’(110 introduction of Kaﬂwo:ys, fc tells us ’(he
{n%ews’m'nj s’(oq:y %ha’f %0%71 %he smaﬁpox and cholem _@ocuesses were
roused: oul oj: ’ﬂl@iﬂr cternal slum%en and caused to roam ﬁewe@ at
large, @ cerlain cofr@ gwowom @Koﬂwo:y gnjinms, who {wewwnﬂy
gave orders 1o cles%frgy j(heiv old ’Cempies, fmf %he bare fcuﬂj( of chanc{nﬁ
1o fin’wmezp% a ﬂaﬂwcgy line, jfhajc was laid up in 7\/6«’(11 India, In any

case, we should not fail to congratulate him upon the daring inﬁenui@
of his well-minded concoction,

U 61] aamcmcm,

Salulation To the deity who is not defimable in Hime or space: infinile,
pure injfcﬂfgcmc in incarnate form: who is peace and 310@, whose sole essence

is sdf—f(nowicclgc. — @har%viho;ri,
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